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LIBRART STAFF. 

Frances E. Earhart — _ Librarian 

Lucile PBlton...jL5st. Librarian and Supt. Circulation Dept. 

Grace Grant Assistant Circulation Dept. 

Fanny Weinberg. _ „ " " " 

Agnes Pearson " " " 

Dorothy Ribenaclt (Mar.-Sept.).. " " " 

Margaret Sclieaffer (Mar.-Ocl. 15) " " " 

Vina Von Walz (May-Aug.) " k « 

Elta Virginia Savage _ „ Reference Librarian 

tMyrna Pressnell (Jan.-Mar.) Assistant Reference Dept. 

tMarianne Williamson (Apr.-July) " 

Gertrude Ellison (S^t. ) " " " 

Elizabeth K, Clark. .Chief Catalog Department 

Florence Isabel Mace .Assistant Catalog Department 

Alice G. Gaylord Supt. Branches and Stations 

Marjorie M. Morrow - Children's Librarian 

M. E. Tilley Thorn Binding and Periodical Dept. 

Mary Rakowsky (Sept. ) Mending Department 

John C. Crane, Janitor. 

tEno Strand, Night Janitor (Jan.-May 15). 

tBetsy Olsen, Assistant to Janitor (May 15-Oct. 15). 

tFred Mason, Mail Carrier (Jan.-July). 

Otto Person, Mail Carrier (Sept. ). 

PAGES. 
§Elizabeth Anderson SLucile Collins 

§Mildred Coleman §Marguerite Gibson 

§Dorothy Collins fEsther McDonald 

§Pearl Brightfelt fJessie Weinstein 

WEST DULUTH BRANCH. 

Juliet Lawrence _ _ Librarian 

tMargaret Ryan (Jan.-Jnly) ~. Acting Librarian 

Eva Crosby ,, - __..-......^sistant Librarian 

Marie McDonald..— Assistant Librarian 

Rose Harris - ~ - _ Jage 

J. J. Ganley, Janitor. 

WEST END BRANCH. 

Maud Grogan „ „ _ Xibrarian 

Alice Hill „ „ „ _.- „ Assistant 

Marguerite Gibson Jissistant 

Mrs. Caroline Peterson, Janitress. 

STATIONS. 

Alice G. Gaylord, Superintendent. 
IM&rguerite Gibson tfZella Burrell 

ISusan M. House tiGladys Bush 

§Mrs. Hector McBride SDorothy Ribenack 

SHazel Moulton §Edward Strange 

SMary Rakowsky tIRuth Strickland 

tResigned. 

SPart time. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

To the Honorable, the Mayor of the City of Duluth, 

Duluth, Minn. 
Dear Sir: 

I have the honor to present herewith the twenty- 
seventh annual report of the Duluth Public Library, 
covering the work of the institution from January 
first to December thirty-first, 1916. 

For the first time in the incumbency of the 
present librarian, the circulation for the year shows 
a decrease from the previous one. There are a num- 
ber of causes for this: first, the report for 1915 
included thirteen months so that the actual differ- 
ence in circulation between the two years is a net 
loss of 12,221, instead of the large faUing off which 
a casual reading of the figures would indicate; sec- 
ond, a marked decrease in interest and patronage 
from the general public, in the rebound from the 
hard times and depression of the previous year; 
third, the inability of the library to grow with the 
city, and to reach the new centers of population 
with library facilities. This is due partly to the fact 
that the library fund is not large enough and partly 
because the main building requires more and inore 
expenditure each year for up-keep. Many needed 
improvements and repairs were made in and around 
the building during the year. 

The following brief summary indicates the 
main features of the 1916 circulation: 

1915 1916 

22,063 24,210 

67,623 70.630 

Volumes in circulation 269,429 236,166 
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The per capita circulation for the year was 
2.36+. Books were taken for home use by 24 per 
cent of the city population. 

The West Duluth branch shows a slight de- 
crease in circulation from the previous year, 38,889 
books having been taken from the library for home Branch 
reading. 802 books were added, making a total of LBtrariei 
4,477 books in this branch. 

The story hour by Miss Morrow of the main 
library was continued through the school year. 

At the West End branch 39,457 books were 
circulated. The decrease from 1915 is largely due 
to lack of books to supply the demand. 822 vol- 
umes were added, making a total of 2,806 at the end 
of the year. The percentage of juvenile fiction for 
the West Duluth branch was 61.2, and for the West 
End 63.3. 

Early in the year negotiations were begun with 
the Carnegie Corporation for the purpose of obtain- 
ing a branch library building in tbe West End. 
These were concluded when the Corporation agreed 
to furnish $30,000.00 for the building, a site having 
been previously purchased by the city at Twenty- 
third Avenue West and Second Street. 

Competitive sketches for the building were sub- 
mitted by various local architects. After examina- 
tion of these by the City Commission, the sketches 
of Holstead & Sulhvan were approved and they were 
ordered to proceed with plans for the building. 

Work was begun on the building in the winter, 
and it is planned to have it ready for occupancy by 
the middle of the following year. 

The stations for the year 1916 consisted of 
twelve schools and three other deposit stations, two 
in grocery stores and one in a church; also seven- 
teen distributing agencies situated in factories, fire 
halls, dumber camps, car bams and the Bethel. The 
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latter are principally for reading purposes and re- 
port no circulation. 

The Arnold, Bryant and Endion School stations 
were discontinued in the fall of 1915. Morgan and 
Smithville school stations were combined in the late 
fall of 1916, when the new Morgan Park school was 
built to serve both communities. On account of 
lack of room in the grocery store, the Lester Park 
station was moved to other quarters and later dis- 
continued until the new Lester Park school building 
is erected, in which there is to be a room with an 
outside entrance especially provided for the library. 
It is expected that this station will be opened to the 
public in the fall of 1917. After the closing of the 
ester Park station, the children's books were sent 
to the Lester Park school. Arrangements were made 
to open a station or sub-branch in the general store 
at Morgan Park. It will be opened to the pubUc in 
the early part of 1917. 

The circulation shows a small increase of 196 
over that of 1915. This was due largely to the fact 
that there were fewer school stations and that it was 
impossible to keep the Lester Park station open the 
entire year. There were 11,860 books circulated 
from school stations and 2,056 from other stations. 
The Cobb and Stowe stations show the largest gain 
over last year, Stowe having 837 and Cobb 700. 

TTie number of volumes sent to aD agencies, 
including school stations, but not branches, was 
3,018, 1,877 of these being juvenile. The number 
of volumes sent to all agencies having no circula- 
tion was 330. 

Volumes in tlie Ubrary, December 31, 1916 70,630 

Main Library ...„ _ .59,851 

Branches — 

West Dulutb 4,477 

West End .-... - 2,806 

Stations - — 3,496 
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There were 5,083 volumes added to the library 
during the year. This record includes 484 gifts, and 
167 bound periodicals. Additions were distributed 
as follows: 

Main Library 2,630 

Circulation Department .1,532 

Reference Department .. 341 

Juvenile Department 757 

Brandies „ 1,924 



300 



. 529 

There were 118 volumes added to the foreign 
collection. Among the gifts were some Latin texts, 
a few German books, and one French; but with the 
exception of one Italian title our purchases were 
confined entirely to Norwegian and Swedish boolcs.' 

The pay copy collection had 169 additions, — 
140 for Main, and 29 for West Duluth. 

Late in the year, it was decided that the Stowe 
branch could best be administered through the sta- 
tions department. All the volumes in that collec- 
tion have therefore been counted as stations books. 
A summary of transfers made is shown by the 
following figures: Transfers from Main, 248; from 
Stowe, 427. Transfers to West Duluth, 117; to West 
End, 98; to stations, 460. 

The record of books withdrawn totals 2,172, — 
Main, 1,404; branches, 678; stations, 90. During the 
year, 96 books were returned that had been with- 
(h^wn after having been reported missing. 

The number of catalog cards typed and filed 
reaches a total of 11,502. This includes many cards 
for old books that have been recataloged. 

During the summer, energy was concentrated 
upon books discovered in inventory to be in imme- 

7 
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diate.oeed of recatalo^pug. 1,220 volumes have 
been recataloged, and that work is heing carried on 
steadily. 

During the course of inventory, several hun- 
dred duplicates, which could readily be spared by the 
main library, were set aside to be recataloged and 
transferred to the West End branch, and by the 
time the new branch building is opened, consider- 
able good material will have been added to the non- 
fiction shelves. 

A wide variety of demands has confronted the 
Department reference department during the past year. In serv- 
ing the casual questioner, the thorough student, the 
club woman, the high school, and the library visitor 
at a loss when confronted with library indexes, the 
entire time of two attendants has been absorbed. 
Judging from expressed appreciation, the assistance 
given in the way of guidance to the last named has 
seemed to pay for the large amount of time required. 
On account of these demands, much needed work 
of a more permanent reference value has been 
forced into the background for the present. 

Co-operating with the English Department of 
the Central High School, the library gave as detailed 
an explanation of the use of library facilities as one 
class period permitted, to each of the classes of that 
department. Simple problems made out by the 
library were given by the teachers as a part of the 
required work. 

llie only available opportunity for a public 
presentation of the work of the library was made 
possible by Child Welfare Week, when the library 
displayed its wares in attractive surroundings. As 
usual, timely displays within the library arouse in- 
terest. The reproductions of famous galleries pub- 
lished by the Detroit Publishing Company never lack 
for appreciative eyes when placed upon exhibition. 
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In response to both special and general demands 
^ort selected bibliographies have been compiled 
dviring the year. For financial reasons, none of 
these have been printed. 

The necessity for some systematic treatment of 
the rapidly increasing document collection has led 
to the adoption of the classification of the Superin- 
tendent of Documents Office. This work progresses 
at a fair rate through the utilization of every avail- 
able "spare" momait. 

The increased demands upon the library 
through the reference department convinces us that 
the people of Duluth are developing a confidence in 
library resources. When, backed by necessary ad- 
ditions to our book collection, we can justify and 
retain this confidence, the possibilities of the service 
will become much broader. 

During the year 1916 the Children's Room was 
open for circulation S02 days, which was 28 days 
less than last year. This was due to the change in 
the fiscal year. The total circulation for the year 
was 42,382, which was a net loss of 43 froni 1915. 
The average daily circulation was 140, and the per 
cent of fiction circulated was 57.6, while the non- 
fiction averaged 42.4 per cent. 

In 1916, 757 new books were added to the ju- 
venile collection, while 506 were withdrawn. The 
number of volumes in the children's room at present 
is 4,454, a net gain of 233 over last year. 

Fifty-nine story-hour groups were held at the 
main library. The attent^nce for the year was 
2,327, which shows an increased interest in the 
stories. The 64 stories told included a Beowulf 
cycle, Persian hero stories, historical stories, many 
of the droll animal fables as well as the usual folk 
and fairy tales. A bird exhibit was held at the lib- 
rary in (he spring, and after the children had been 
shown the exhibit, bird stories were told. 
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More home-visiting has been done this year 
than formerly. At present a plan of co-operation 
with the schools is in progress to assist the depart- 
ment in collecting overdue books. 
LBHWy The library was represented at the Asbury Park 

conference of the American Library Association by 
the librarian. 

At the meeting of the Minnesota Library Asso- 
ciation, held in Virginia, Minn., the following mem- 
bers of the staff, with the librarian, were present: 
Misses Patton, Savage, Clark, Gaylord, Morrow and 
Mace. 

Two members of the staff. Miss Grace Grant 
and Miss Fanny Weinberg, were granted leave of 
absence in order to attend the smnmer session of 
the University of Minnesota Library School. Miss 
Lucile Patton, who attended the New York Public 
Library School on leave of absence, returned to the 
library in the fall as assistant librarian. Miss Juliet 
Lawrence, who attended the University of Wiscon- 
sin Library School, returned to the West Duluth 
branch in the fall, her place having been filled dur- 
ing her absence by Miss Margaret Ryan, former 
librarian of this branch. 

From January to August, Miss Myma Pressnell 
and Miss Marianne Williamson served in turn as 
temporary assistants in the reference department. 
On the first of September this position was given 
to Miss Gertrude Ellison, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Library School and former li- 
brarian of the Duluth Central High School library. 

A library training class was conducted during 
the fall and spring of 1915-1916, the members of the 
class becoming available for substitute work in the 
library after completing the course and passing the 
dvil service examination. An entrance examination 
was held in the fall of 1916 for a new training class, 
10 
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those eligible to take the examination being required 
to be high school graduates. Two out of eight passed 
the examination, therefore no class was conducted. 

The librarian records with pleasure her sense 
of appreciation of the efforts of the library staff 
during the past year. Working for the most part in 
cramped, inadequate quarters, "instant in season, 
out of season," faithful, cheerful and loyal, the 
Duluth library staff deserves more praise than can 
here be given. 

To the Mayor of the City of Duluth, whose wise 
counsel and friendly help the library and librarian 
have found unfailing, grateful acknowledgment is 
hereby made. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES E. EARHART, 

Librarian. 
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CLASSIFIED LIST OF BOOKa 



CLASSIFIED REPORT OF THE CIRCULATION FOR 1916. 

Main Library 

Adult Juvenile Total 

General Works 4,996 711 5,707 

Philosophy 1,778 23 1,801 

Religion 1.457 418 1,875 

Sociology -.. 3,458 5^72 8,730 

Philology 487 5 492 

Science 1,426 1,117 2,543 

Useful ArU 3,511 470 3,981 

Fine Arts 2,604 864 3,468 

Uterature 6,511 5,850 12,361 

Travel 1,821 1,182 3,003 

Biography 2,075 670 2,745 

History ..„ _ 2,551 1,294 3,845 

Fiction ■■■■ 68,847 24,506 93,353 

Total 101,522 42,382 143,904 

Branches 

West Duluth 14,467 24,422 38,889 

West End ...■ 14,458 24,999 39,457 

Total 28,925 49,421 78,346 

Stations -.. 4,349 9,567 13,916 

Grand Total 134,796 101,370 236.166 

12 
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CIRCULATION BY MONTHS FOR 19X6. 

Main W. Dul. W. End Stations Total 

January 12.140 2.800 2,924 1,415 19,279 

February 13.179 3,162 3.506 1,420 21,367 

March 15335 4.227 4,775 2,116 26,453 

April 13.789 3.937 4.050 1,658 23,434 

May 12,796 3.814 3.813 2,158 22,581 

June 10,501 2,997 2.863 507 16,808 

July ...„ 9,562 2,218 1,980 260 14,020 

August „.... 9,395 2,108 1,965 263 13,731 

September 10,232 2,412 2,501 331 15,476 

October 11,826 4,097 3.656 743 20,322 

November 13,507 4,296 4,116 1,980 23,899 

December 11,642 2,821 3^08 1,065 18,836 

Total _...143,904 SpSS WJ^ IS^SlB 236,166 

Number of days open for circulation (Branches 301; 

Stations 101) „ 303 

Average daily circulation (Main, branches and sta- 
tions 882 

Largest daily circulaUon— Main, 1087; W. Dul., 260; 

W. End 320 

Least daily circulation— Main, 139; W. Dul^ 25: W. 

End 34 

Average weekly circulation 4.541 

Average monthly circulation _ _ „.. 19,680 

Percentage of fiction (Main and branches) — 68.3 

Percentage of non-fiction _ _ 31.7 

Percentage of juvenile books (Main, branches and 

stations) ; _ ^ 42.0 
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Llbrarjr SUtisticB According to the Form ApproTed by the 
American Library Association. 

Annual report for year ended December 31, 1916. 
Name of library: Duluth Public Library. 
Name of librarian: Frances E. Earhart. 
City or town: Duluth. Slate: Minnesota. 
Population served: 100,000 (estimate). 
Tenns of use — Free for lending. 
Free for reference. 

Total number of agencies...- _ 34 

Consisting of — Central Library 

Branches (How many occupy separate build- 
ings 7—1 > 2 

Stations 14 

Other agencies _,.. 17 



Number of days open during year (Central library),,,. 363 
Hours open each week for lending (Central Library).. 79 
Hours open each week for reading (Central Library).. 82 
Total number of staff (counting as full time, adding 
together those giving less than full time as frac- 
tions and reporting nearest whole number)... „ 20 

Total valuation of library property. ,»246,498.15 



Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of volumes at beginning 

of year „..._ 58,562 9,061 67,623 



Number of volumes added during 

year by gift and exchange 478 18 496 

Number of volumes added during 
year by provision of law — 200. 

Number of volumes added during 
year hy binding material not 
otherwise counted 163 4 167 

Number of volumes lost or with- 
drawn during year 932 1,144 2,076 

Total number at end of year, 60,199 10,431 70,630 
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USR 

Adult Juvenile Total 
Total number of volumes lent for 

home use 134,796 101,370 236,166 

Number of volumes of fiction lent 

for bome use _ 93,439 53,711 147.150 

Number of volumes sent to 

agencies _ _ 1,1« 1377 3,018 

(Of these, 330 adult volumes were sent to agencies for 

reading purposes only). 

Number of interlibrary loans: Foreign exchange every 

six months with the Range libraries. 
Other circulation (stereoscopic views) 43,366 

REGISTRATION. 

Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of borrowers registered 

during year _... 3,217 2,120 5,337 

7,910 24,210 

Registration period, years _ _ _ _ _ 5 

Number of periodicals currently received — 160 titles; 251 
copies. 
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RECEIPTS FROM PAYMENTS FOR 

Unexpended b a I - Maintenance — 

lance 9 213.91 Books ^_ .« 4,946.86 

Local taxation 24,844.03 - - - 

Fines and lost 

books 1,151.42 

Ottier sources ... 32.70 

total ...926,242.06 



Periodicals ...... 


" ISLW 


Binding 


926.72 


Salaries- 




Library service 


11,416.74 


Janitor service.. 


2,419.73 




57JJ5 


Rent 


825.00 


Heat 


766.91 


Ugbt „. 

Other maintcn 


1,048.60 




5,560.49 


Total .' 


.926,149.83 


Bal. Jan. 1, 1917.. 


992.23 
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UBRARV HOURS. 1913-1914. 
Miin Llbrwy, CircuIatliiK Deptrtnunt— 

9 a. m. to 9:30 p. m. week days 

2:00 to 6:00 p. m. Sundayi. 

Ctoied on holidays. 
ReidlDi Rooms— 

9 a. m. to 9:30 p. m. week dayi. 

2 to 9 p. m. Sundays. 

2 to 9 p.m. New Year'sDay.LiDcoIn's Birthday, Washington 
Birthday, Decoration Day, Labor Day and ThanktjiviDg. 

Children's Department— 

12 to 5:30 p. D). school days. 

9 a. m. to 5:30 p. m. during vacation. 

Closed OD Sundays and holidays. 

WEST DULUTH BRANCH. 



1 to 9 p. m. week days. 
3 to 8 p. m. Sunday!. 
Closed on holidays. 



^VEST END BRANCH. 



1 to 9 p. m. week days. 
3 to 8 p. m. Sundays. 
Closed on holidayi. 



Main library and branches closed on Christmas and 4th of July. 
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Duluth Public Library 



Twentr-Iourth and Twentr-lllth Annual Reporta 



FOR THE YEARS 
1913 - 1914 



Duluth, Hfam. 
1919 
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LIBRARY STAFF, 1913. 

FranoM B. Barfaarl .Librarian 

'Jeanae Griffin Chief Catalog DflpartiUMit 

Helen E, Rockwell " " " 

Florence Isabel Mace AsiiiUnt" " 

Zelma G. Kaiier Reiereaoe Librarian 

Alice G, Gaylord Cbildren'i Librarian 

Lueile Patton Acocision Clerk 

M. B. Tilley Tbom Chief Circulation Department 

Laura Schiller Assistant " " 

tHeleo M. Haii " 

Ruth Borland " " " 

Thomas Mapp, Janitor. 

WEST DULUTH BRANCH. 

tMarjaret A. Ryan Librarian 

Marcaret Barrows Librarian 

Maf|arei Gilpin Auiatant 

tCenle LeSage Assistant 

Nora MoAdams Assislaot 

J. J. Ganley, Janitor. 

WEST END BRANCH. 

{Ruth Borland Librarian 

Maud Grojan Librarian 

Margaret Barrowt AMistant 

Marjorie Morrow Assistant 

STATIONS. 

Luoile Patton, SuperintendMit. 
gZella Burrell IClarissa Boutin 

iBvelyn Davi* |Si jne Pryklund 

3Lydia Sellio §Nora McAdams 

ICora Clark §Sadie Dass 

'Resigned in June. Succeeded in September by Misi Helen 
B. Rockwell. 

tResi^ned. 

tTranaferred to main library May !■ 

§Part time. 
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UBRARY STAFV, 1914. 

PruioM B. Bariiart Librarian 

'ZelniB G. Kaiur RalerenM Librarian 

Blta Virginia Savate _ " " 

Rota M. Taylor Aisistant RaforBHoa Department 

Margaret Barrowi " " " 

Helen B. Rockwell.. Chief Catalof Department 

Floroaoc Iiabel Maoe Aetittant" " 

IIAtioe G. Gaylord Children'! Librarian 

Marjorie M. Morrow " " 

Luoile PattOD Aooeaiion Cleik 

M. B. Tilley lliorn Oiief Cireulation Departmeot 

tLaura Schiller Aasiilant " " 

Ruth Borland " " " 

Grace Grant " " " 

Fanny Weinberg (appreatioe) " " " 

Malda Montell " " " " 

Belle Hamilton " " " " 

Mri. WiUiam KaiMr Book Mender 

tThomai Mapp, Janilor. 

John C. O. Crane, Janitor. 

Mr*. Clara Dahl, AMi«tanl Janitor 

WSST DVLUTH BRANCH. 

tMarfarel Barrows Librarian 

Juliet Lawrenoe " 

gMariaret Salter Aaahlanl 

gEva Crosby " 

gKatherine Keyet " 

|Loui«e Siai (apprentice) " 

J. J. Ganley, Janitor. 

WEST BND BRANCH. 

Maud Grofan Librarian 

SFIorenoe Wilkinson Aaiiatanl 

f Alice Hill " 

§Gertrude Ellison " 

Mrs. Caroline Peterson, Janitres*. 

STATIONS. 

tMargarel A. Ryan Superintendent 

Alice G. Gaylord " 

SNora McAdams §Sitne Pryklund 

§ZeUa Burrell SLoii Wesenber^ 

gSadie Das« §BtheI House 

gLydia Sellin §Margaret Salter 

I Esther Jor jenson 

PAGES 
Barbara Harrey Juanita Smalt 

Gertrude Milter Vioa WaU 

A jnea Pearson Ruth Webb 

'Reiitned in May. Succeeded Sept. 1 by Miss Etta Virginia 
SavB^. 

tTransferred to main library October 1. 

IIAppointed Superintendent of Branches and Stations Got. I. 

tResigoed. 

SParl time. 
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FINANCIAL STA-mONT. 

, 1913 lo Juoarr 1, 1914. 
Reeeipta. 

« Jannarr 1, 1912 $ 666.91 

FiBM _ 579.21 

T.I Levy 21,7M.« 

MortMe T«i 452.53 

Tazei (or Hie 8.24 

Monerand orediU 304.40 

Unpaid ordon .. 3.60 

Total 

Blabnraeiaeiita. 

Salarie* S 9,899.74 

Rent 49S.00 

Slationerr and (upplioa 740.98 

Book*, papert and maiazinee 2,792.26 

Biadinl 1,198.23 

Fuel 822.27 

Furniture and fxlurea 1,279.50 

Genera] axpente 3,101.13 

lotereil on loan _. 67.67 

Total Bxpendilnrea $ 20,396.78 

Balaooeon hand ,. 3,332.62 

ToUl 

FINANCIAL STAIVMENT. 

January 1, 1914 to Janaarr 1, 1915. 

BMMlpla. 

Balanoe Jauiarr 1, 1914 $ 3,332.62 

Finei — 775.46 

Taiei - - - 21,715.53 

MortM* Tax 46.12 

Diridandi andditoonnta 36.41 

Return premium on inauraniw 1.30 

Canoelled order 2.50 

Peei for oollection of Water and faa bi lla 31.83 

Total 

DiabnraaiaKiitn. 



Salariei 


S 11,438.70 














Biodiotf 


1,229.67 














lnler«*t on loui 


88.00 


B■laM^eon hand 


.....$ 25,874.14 
67.63 
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REPORT OF THE UBRAfilAN. 
To the Honorable, the Mayor of the City of Duluth, 

Dulutb, Minn. 
Dear Sir: 

I have the honor to present herewith the twenty- 
fourth and twenty-fifth reports of the Duluth PubUc 
Library, coverinn the operations and statistics of the 
years 1913 and 1914. The customary biennial report 
will be discontinued with the present issue, and here- 
after an annual report will be submitted. 

Besides the usual statistical tables subjoined to this 
report, there will be found on pane 16additional tabulated 
information regarding the resources and use of the 
library during the period covered, which has been 
supplemented to comply with the form recommended 
by the American Library Association Committee on 
Administration, and which this library has agreed to use 
in order to facilitate ready comparison with the work of 
other libraries. 

In addition to the painful deficiencies of the book 
fund, the library is handicapped in its work by the 
geographical limitations of the city. To tourists, the 
common description of city dimensions is; "Duluth is 
thirty miles lone, ^ niile wide and a mile high". This 
is accurate enough to convey a realization of transporta- 
tion difficulties, to say nothing of others. Covering an 
area of 67 square miles, with 24 miles of water front, 
the city is diversified with ravines and mountainous hills, 
both of which add to its beauty, as well as forming 
natural barriers which divide the city into numerous 
sections or suburbs more or less remote from its main 
business center. To reach these remote sections with 
books and to distribute them economically has been the 
main problem of the library during the past two years. 
The chief agency of distribution has been stations in 
school buildings, especially in those where the work of 
the playground and social center department has been 
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carried on. The school board has cheerfully co-operated 
with this plan, so that in addition to the use of school 
buildings as distributing centers, books are carried to 
and from the schools by means of the Board of Education 
delivery automobile. The use of these stations has been 
very satisfactory, the circulation of 1914, 10,305 being 
more than double that of 1913. 

The following brief summary indicates in a general 
way the somewhat conservative but steady growth of 
the library. 1913 1914 

Registered card holders 21,907 22,190 

Volumes in library 62,184 68,009 

Volumes in circulation 206,626 221,651 

Our last report chronicled the occupancy of our first 
branch library, in August, 1912. The building has 
proved admirable in every respect for its location, the 
large auditorium in the basement being used more and 
more by clubs for women, boys and girls, and for 
occasional community meetings. The remainder of the 
block has been occupied during the past year by the 
Robert E. Denfeld Industrial high school, so that the 
entire block is now devoted to grade school, high 
school and library. 

Miss Margaret Ryan, who was appointed librarian 
of West Duluth branch in August, 1912, resigned in the 
following year and was succeeded by Miss Margaret 
Barrows. Miss Barrows was transferred to the main 
library in the fall of 1914, and Miss Juliet Lawrence was 
placed in charge of the branch. 

The growth of the West End branch has been 
very gratifying. Begun as an adjunct of a neighborhood 
house in 1910, it was moved into independent library 
quarters in 1912, a second floor room in a new store 
building being used for the purpose. In order to make 
the library more accessible, a store building on a busy 
street was rented and occupied March first, 1914. The 
results of this move were most successful. Previously 
the branch had been used almost exclusively by children. 
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with a small percentage of women. When the library 
appeared in the new quarters, men glanced askance at 
the hbrary sign on the windows, then began to drop in 
one by one to read magazines and newspapers. Later 
when a sub-station collection of the water and light 
department was installed, the men of the district knew 
the library at least by location, and many became 
readers. The Sunday attendance at this branch now 
consists almost entirely of men. The circulation has 
grown from 6,564 volumes in 1910 to 34,365 volumes 
in 1914. Tentative steps were taken in 1914 towards 
acquiring lots in the West End for a branch building 
and it is hoped that a separate building for this part of 
the city may be obtained from the Carnegie Corporation. 

In the fall of 1914, Miss Alice Gaylord was transfer- 
red from the children's department and placed in chaise 
of the extension work of the library. In 1913 the 
deposit stations numbered four, other agencies twenty, 
which with the main library and two branches totaled 
twenty-seven distributing agencies. While the number 
of various distributing agencies declined to 18 in 1914, 
the deposit stations were increased to 12, so that the 
total number of agencies for this year were 33. 

The position of head catalt^er which was made 
vacant by the resignation of Miss Jeanne Griffinn in June, 
1913, was filled in September of that year by Miss Helen 
Rockwell of the Towanda, Pa. Public Library. Miss 
Rockwell resigned in November, 1914, to take a position 
on the staff of the Pennsylvania Library Commission, 
at Harrisbut^. She was succeeded by Miss Mae L 
Stearns of the Newberry Library. Under the supervision 
of Miss Rockwell and Miss Steams, considerable re- 
classifying and recataloging was carried on, as well as 
the making of separate catalogs and self-lists for the 
West Duluth and West End branches. 

MissZelma Kaiser, reference librarian, was compelled 
to relinquish her work in the library in the spring of 



-d by Google 



1914, on account of ill health. On Septemb^ first of 
that year, her position was taken by Miss Elta Viirginia 
Savage, New York State Library School, '12-'13. Miss 
Savage undertook a reoi^nization of her department in 
order to make picture collections, clippings, pamphlet 
material, bibliographies and other reference equipment 
more available. At the same time the customary work 
with school students and club women was carried on, as 
well as general reference work. An extension of the 
Bell telephone was installed for the use of the reference 
librarian, so that she could be readily communicated 
with by those desiring special information. Miss Rose 
Taylor was detailed as special assistant in this depart- 
ment in February, 1914,and later Miss Mai^ret Barrows 
was added to the reference staff. 

Miss Marjorie Morrow succeeded Miss Alice Gaylord 
as children's librarian on September first, 1914. Miss 
Morrow was graduated from the Training School for 
Children's Librarians at Pittsburgh with the class of 
1914, after completing an apprentice course in the Duluth 
library. Work with the schools was begun shortly 
after the opening of the fall term. Visits were made to 
near-by schools to tell stories to children of the lower 
grades, and to arouse the interest of both teachers and 
children in the juvenile department. The story hour 
was begun in October in the main hbrary. The average 
attendance for the last three months of the year was ^, 
with a range from highest to lowest of 110 to 16. The 
story hour was also conducted at both West Duluth and 
West End branches by the librarian in chaise. 

At the Kaaterskil conference of the American 
Library Association in 1913, the library was represented 
by the librarian, as was also the state meeting of that 
year. In 1914, Miss Morrow and the librarian were 
present at the Washington meeting of the American 
Library Association. Miss Rockwell and the librarian 
attended the state meeting at Little Falls. The usual 
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round table conferences for librarians of the northern 
part of the state were held in February of both years 
covered by this report. These conferences are held 
conicident with the annual meeting of the Northern 
Minnesota Teachers Association and therefore include 
school as well as public libraries. Miss Baldwin of the 
State Library Commission, and Miss Wilson of the De- 
partment of Education, were present at both meetings. 
The 1913 round table was held in the West Duluth 
branch, after which a picnic lunch was served in the 
club room. 

Various changes for various reasons on the staff of 
the library are to be noted. Besides the usual fluctua- 
tions on account of resignations, two members of the 
staff, Miss Kaiser and Miss Borland, were obliged to 
give up their work on account of ill health. Library 
relations were severed with Miss Margaret Ryan with 
especial regret, as her work in that part of the city in 
which she was stationed was particularly opportune, and 
was endorsed alike by the patrons of the library and the 
board. Miss Haig and Miss Schiller who resigned to be 
married, maintained the reputation of the library for a 
staff wedding every year, The advent of Miss Savage 
and Miss Morrow to their respective departments is 
recorded in the report of their departments. 

Thomas Mapp, who had served as janitor of the 
library for twelve years, was succeeded in October, 
1914, by John C. Crane. 

To the members of the hbrary staff, the librarian 
wishes to express a sense of gratification at the unfailing 
loyalty and support which has been at her command in 
every undertaking. That progress has been made is 
due to the fact that this support has been given with- 
out reserve at all times. 

Acknowledgment is also made of the wise counsel 
and constant helpfullness which has been afforded by 
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the Mayor during his term of office. Administered 
directly by him, as Commissioner of Public Affairs, the 
library has been fortunate in having the benefit of his 
judgment and opinion in all matters of conduct. That 
his interest and direction have aided in large degree to 
make for the unimpeded progress of the library, is 
hereby gratefully admitted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES E. EARHART, 

Librarian- 
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STATISTICAL REPORT FOR 1913. 
Book AcooDBti 

Number of books In library Deoember 1, 1912 

Books added by purehaie 

Books added by gift _ 

Magazines and newspapers bound 

Total 

Books lost or withdrawn 

Number of books in library Deoamber 1, 1913 

CLASSIFIED LIST OF BOOKS. 





ADDITIONS 


Total Number in Library 


CLASSES 


Circulating 
Dept. 


Refer- 


Ciroulating 
Dept. 


Refer- 




Adults 


Juv. 




Adults 


Jut. 




General Works 

Philo«opby 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Useful Arts 
Pine Arts 

Travel 

History 
Fiotion 


38 
32 
36 
101 
10 

u 

98 
71 

196 
47 
31 
2! 

954 


2 
1 

9 
108 

"26" 
1 
24 
48 
28 
IS 
21 
158 


143 
3 

1 
18 

3 
3 
13 

4 
7 

16 


601 
962 
1,906 
2.751 
191 
2,110 
1,939 
1,982 
5,740 
1,993 
4,601 
5,079 
9,374 


21 
21 

88 

429 

13 

363 

137 

199 

1,083 

564 

307 

405 

3,001 

6;631 


5.^ 

141 

357 
87 
181 
148 
268 
715 
415 
S38 
4,060 
58 


Total 


1,639 


435 


212 


39,229 


12,868 


WestDululb 
West End 


277 
2 


266 
223 


4 
1 


856 
146 


1,444 
764 


237 
9 


Grand Total 


1,918 


924 


217 


40,231 


8,839 


13.114 



CLASSIFIED REPORT OF CIRCULATION FOR 1913. 

Adult Juvenile Total 

General Works 4,716 734 5,450 

Philosophy 1,146 91 1,237 

Religion, -._ _ 1,162 789 1,951 

Sociology 2,664 4,968 7,632 

Philology 259 13 272 

Soienoe 1,200 1,141 2,341 

Useful Arts 3,001 382 3,383 

Fine Arts 2,638 648 3,336 

Literature 6,385 6,264 12,649 

Travel 1,658 1,745 3,403 

Biography 2,097 982 3,079 

History _ 1,948 1,943 3,891 

Fiotion 68,476 20,073 88,549 

Total 97.350 39,823 137,173 

12 
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Branohei 

W«t Duluth - 1S,72S 23,493 

Wert End - 8,876 16,514 

Tot.! .- - .24,601 40,007 

Slatioiii 

FairmouDt School. 249 1,307 

Lowell School 130 815 

MadUon School 73 491 

Salter School 117 1,663 

Total : 569 4,276 

Grand Total 122,520 84.106 



64,608 

1,556 
945 
564 

1,780 

4,845 
206,626 



CIRCULATION BY MONTHS FOR 1913. 

Main W. Dul. W. End Statn'i 

December 9,990 3,202 1,866 530 

January 12,454 3,595 2,008 618 

February 11,839 3,896 2,330 799 

March 14,958 4,799 3,182 716 

April 12,598 3,953 2,440 638 

May 11,467 3,391 2,443 318 

June 9,501 2,812 2,334 

July __ 9,533 2,818 1,956 

Autfuii 9,228 2,623 1,515 

September 9,336 2,258 1,311 

Ootober_._ _ 12,548 2,645 1,821 682 

November 13,721 3,226 2,284 544 

Total_ .13r,I73 39,218 25,390 1,845 



Total 
15,588 
16,675 
18,864 
23,655 
19,629 
17,619 
14,547 
14,307 
13,366 
12,905 
17,696 
19,775 



206,626 



305 



Number of dayi library has been open for circulation.. 

Average daily circulation (main and branchei) ft77 

Largeit daily circulation (main) 947 

Least daily circulation (main) 231 

Average weekly circulation (main and branohei) 3,974 

Percentage of fiction (main and branohes) 63 

Percentage of non-fiotiOD (main and branohei) 37 

Percentage of children'i booki (main and breniohei) 40 
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STATISTICAL RBPORT FOR 1914. 
Book Aoeonnt. 

Number of book* in library Deoember 1, 1913 62,184 

Book* added by purchase 6,556 

Book! added by gift 240 

Magazine* boand 306 

Total - 69,288 

Book* lost or withdrawn 1,279 

Number of book* in library Deoember 1, 1914 ; 68,009 

CLASSIFIED LIST OF BOOKS. 





ADDITIONS 


Total Number in Ubruy 


CLASSES 


Ciroulatini 
Dept. 


Rrfer- 


Ciroulatiog 
Dept. 


Refer- 




AdulU 


Juv. 




AdulM 


Jut. 




General Worki 

Philoophy 

Relitilou 

Sooiology 

Si" 

Utelit) Ar» 
Fine Art. 

LiteratuM 
Travel 

Hillary 

Fiction 


18 
56 
67 
226 
30 
58 
338 
146 
337 
124 
108 
78 
1920 


29 
94 

"is" 

6 
33 
97 
64 
48 
68 
303 


222 
3 
7 
55 

15 

7 
21 
45 
41 

5 
13 


61? 
1,017 
1,972 
2,974 

217 
2,155 
2,257 
2,119 
6,053 
2,115 
4,705 
5,155 
10,860 


47 
19 
87 
432 
13 
366 
143 
227 
1,075 
3,064 
601 
350 
495 


148 
410 
102 
188 
16S 
313 
756 
423 
543 
4,073 
58 


Total 


3,506 


763 


442 


42,216 


6,919 


13,304 


Weit Dulutfa 
Weit End 


277 
385 


674 
936 


88 
34 


1,105 
527 


2,005 
1.565 


325 
43 


<^raod Total 


4.168 


2.373 


564 


43.848 


10,489 


13,672 



CLASSIFIED REPORT OF OIRCULATION FOR 1914. 

Adult Juvenile Total 

General Worki 4.S03 779 5,282 

Philoiophy - 1,212 67 1,279 

Religion 1,236 604 1,840 

Sodology 2,633 5,165 7,798 

Philology 340 21 361 

Soienee.- 1,339 1,192 2,531 

Uiefnl Arti 3.150 387 2,537 

Fine Arti 2,437 860 3.297 

Literature 6.863 5.483 12,346 

Travel 1,971 1.669 3,640 

Biography 2,279 1,321 3,600 

HiMory 1,857 2,211 4.068 

Fietion.. 71.800 21,624 93,424 

Total - 101,620 41.383 143,003 

U 
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Branohe* 

Wwt Duluih. - 15,088 18,890 

West End.. 12.522 21,843 

ToWl -27,610 40,733 

Bryant School Ill 301 

CobbSobooI 712 1,085 

Endion Sohool 26 305 

FairmouDt School 100 1,390 

LalcMtde Sohool 67 633 

Leiter Park 85? 539 

Lowell School 27 860 

MadUod School 35 844 

Radison School 115 

Salter Sohool 24 1,339 

Other Siationt 935 

Total 2,894 7,411 

Grand Total 132,124 89,527 



CIRCULATION BY MONTHS FOR 1914. 

Main W. Dul. W. End Stato't Total 

December 12,181 2,730 2,057 571 17,539 

January - 12,979 2,703 2,205 883 18,770 

February 12,555 2,947 1,811 841 18,154 

March 13,794 3,727 4,563 1,032 23,116 

April - —13,937 3,495 3,749 756 21,937 

Mar - 10.830 2,736 2,679 360 16,605 

June 9,901 2,596 3,1% 404 16,097 

July 9,825 2,313 2,524 312 14,974 

Auguii - 9,280 2,182 2,467 400 14,329 

September 9,975 1,863 2,136 403 14,377 

October 13,893 2,936 3,191 1,254 21,274 

November 13,853 3,750 3,787 3,089 24,479 

Toul 143,003 33,978 34,365 10,305 221,651 

Number of days library has been open for circulation 306 

Average daily circulation (main and branches) 767 

Largest daily circulation (main). 1,011 

Least daily circulation (main) 234 

Average neekly circulation (main and branches) :4,263 

Percentage of Sctioo (main and branches) 63.3 

Percentage of nOD-fiction (main and branches) 36.7 

Percentage of children'* books (main and branches) 40.3 
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A. L. A. COMMITTBB ON LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 
FORM FOR UBRARY STATISTICS. 
(ReviMd aDd adopted by Coundl, 31 Dee., 1914) 
Annual report lor year ended Deoember I, 1914. 
Name of library: Duluth Pnblio Library. 
City or town: Duluth. State: Minn. 
Population terved 91,435 (ettimate). 
Termi of uie— Free tor lending. Free for referenoe. 
Total number of agenciei 33. 

Confuting of— Central library 

Branobei (How many occupy separate buildin^P I) 2 

Station* 12 

Other atfenoiei 18 

2 lobooli, 3 faotoricB, 5 lumber eimpi, 5 Gre belli. 
Car BamB, The Bethel, Fond du Uo. 

Number of d«y* open during year (Central library) 350 

Houn open eaoh week lor lending (Central library) 79 

Hoon open eeeh week for reading (Central library) SZVi 

Adult Juv. Total 

Number of volume! at be^nning of year S3,34S 839 62,184 

Number of volumes added during year by 

purohaie 4,222 2,34« 6,568 

Number of volumes added during year by 

^torexcbaoge 229 II 240 

Number of volume* added during year by 

binding material not otherwise counted 281 15 296 

Number of volumes lost or withdrawn 

during year 557 722 1,279 

Total number at end of yeer 57,520 10,489 68,009 

Number of pamphlet* at beginning of year No elattttie* kept 

Number of pamphlets added during year " " " 

Number of pamplets withdrawn during year " " 

Total number of pamphlets at end of year " " " 

Adult Juv. Tolel 

Number of volume* of fiction lent 

for home use 95,729 42,593 138,322 

Total number of volume* lent for 

home use 134,843 86,808 221,651 

Number of volumes sent to egenoies No slatistioi kept 

Number of prioli lent for hooM u*e " " " 

Number of music roll* lent for home use " " " 

Other circulation (aheet muiie, clippings, 

etc.— enumerate) " " " 

Adult Juv. Total 
Number of borrowers registered 

durint year 3,668 1,518 5,186 

Total number of registered borrower* 22,090 

Regietmiion period, year* 5 

18 
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Number of newspapari and periodioali currently received 

48 newipaperi and 214 iiiagaziiiei. 
Number of pertoni uiing library for rending and iludy not kept. 
(Total figurei of attendance in reading rooms, if kept) " " 

RECEIPTS PROM PAYMENTS FOR 

Unexpended balance.S 3,332.62 MaioteDanoe 

Load tuation 21,715.53 Booki S 6,736.32 

Slate |ranti_ Periodioali.. 645.00 

Endowment fundi... Bindinj 1,229.67 

Memberihip feet S«lariei,libnry>ervioe 9,303.45 

Finei and (ale of Salariei, janitoraervice 3,134.50 

pttblioatioDB 775.46 Rent 495.00 

Duplicate pay oolleetiou Heat 635.28 

Gilti Light 766.28 

Other tourcei 3.118.16 Other maintenance-. 6,932.64 

Totd ..$28,941.77 Total maintenance.. $28,874. 14 
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Gim TO THB LIBRARY. 
ni3-I9U. 



VoU. 
Adami, B. F. 
Adami, I. W. 
Bouchard, Daroey 
CaDadian Goremment Preii 
Catnetie Steel Company 



Cbriilian Science Cbnroh ' 
Cltizeoi League of MlDnetota 
City elerk ofDuluth 

Daoer, Mn. P. A. I 

Duluth Commeroial Club 
Elder, Paul & Co. 
Enjeli, Fred 
Pirth, E. J. 
Gordon, Elizabeth 
Gordon, Mra. Nellie K. 
Holland Hotel 
Houston, Texai 
Illinoia Steel Company 
Keller, Mr*. 

Lake Carrier's Am'u 
LeRioheux, Ada B. i 

Linderberg 



Mace, F. Itabel 
M aine< Agrionllure 

expsf . station 
National Edueational 

Attooiation 
New York Public Health 
New York Stock Exohange 
Penn.-Dept. of A|riou)ture 
Fenngylvaoia Publishing 

Perkins, Mrs. E. L. 
Ray, Mrs. J. D. 
Russell Sage Foundation 
Ryao, Margaret A. 
St. Clair, Mrs. J. N. 
San Diego-Chamber of 

Commeroe 
Slookmao* Farmer 
Stryker, Mrs. J. D. 
Stryker, Mrs. L. C. 
Thompson, Slason 
U. S. Aoimal InduMry 
Univertal Portlant 

Cement Co. 
Winiton Eleotrie Co. 
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PRESS OF 

PRINTINO COMPANy 
DULUTH 
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DULITTH RGURSS AND FACTS 
For the yeu 1914. 

Arrivals and Departures, Duluth-Superior Harbor 9,712 

Receipts and Shipments, total tODnaje of port 33,535,704 

Value of oommodilies 8287,002,960 

Coal receipts, tons 9,488,292 

Grain receipts, bushels 9S,697,009 

Elevator capacity, bushels 33,125,000 

Iron ore shipped, tons 17,165,968 

Lumber shipped, feet 218,264,000 

Bank oapital and surplus $6,249,545 

Deposits - $23,057,109 

Clearings $252,125,864 

Waier power developed 55,000 H. P. 

Water power available 120,000 H. P- 

Number of school buildings 39 

Number of children enrolled 14,430 

Value of school property $2,952,140 

Parka, acres __ 392 

Boulevards, miles 19 

Paved street), milei _ ^ ...69 

Sewers, milea 133 

Water and Lijht Plant, value.. ._ _.$4,352,624 

gross earnings $608,997.72 

l<as consumed, ft 342,127,500 

water consumed, gal 2,745,050,000 

Assessed valuation, city 53,755,533 

Tax levy, city purposes $863,851 

Assessed valuation, St. Louis Co $323,964,970 

Tai rate, oily purposes, mills 16.07 

Tax rale, all purposes, mills 34.90 

Population of Duluth 91,435 
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Duluth Public Library 

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Annual Reports 



FOR THE YEARS 
1 9 S - 19 06 



Duluth, Minn. 
19 07 



D,;,,l,:, >_iOOQIC 



Board of Trustees, 1905-1906. 



Dr. <;. L. CHliIiiiK, P(T>i(li'i.t llKXi 

Mr. K. I>. Aclams, Viiv-I'n'si.knl _ liX)7 

Mr. J), a. Cwli, Sccrclary -- -- HO" 

Mr. M. M. Ciark li)06 

Ur. J. M. Tiifte -- IWB 

Uev. Hurry Wliitc H»7 

Mr. FrHiik CraMwcller 1908 

Mr. (i. A. TmiiliuMoii _ _ I90H 

Dr. W.Il. Kallor IMK 



Standing Committees 1905-1906, appointed 
annually in May. 



LIBRAllY 

Dr. W. H. Suitor Kev. Harrj Wliite 

Mr. G. A. Tomliiison 

ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. F. D. Ailams Mr. M. M. Ciark 

Mr. Frank Crasweller 

FIVANCK 

Mr. D. G. CttMli Dr. J, M. Tufte 

Kuv. Ilnrrj Wl.ite 

BIIJ-DING AND GKOrNDS 
Mr. M, M. Oliirk Mr. Frank ('rasweller 

Mr, D. G. Caxli 

BY-LAWS 

Dr, J. M. Tufh! Mr. P. D. Adams 

Mr. G. A. TomliiiMon 

AMERICANA 

Dr. C. I.. Codding Dr. W. 11. Salter 

Mr. F. D. AdfliiiB 
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Board of Trustees 1906-1907 

Dr. C. L. CiHidiiig, Presiikmt 

Mr. F. D. Adamp, Vice-President 

Mr. D. ft. CaHh, Secretary 

Rev. .1. C. FarieH — 

Mr. Frank Crasweller 

Mr. G. A. Tomlinson 

Dr. W. H. Salter 

Mr. M, M. Clark 

Mr. R. B. Knos 

Standing Committees 1906-1907, appointed 
annually in May 

FINANCE AND BY-LAWS 

Mr. D. (i. Cash Rev. J. C. Farics 

Dr. 0. L. Codding 

ADMINISTRATION AND BUILDING 

Mr. F. D. Adams Mr. M. M. Ciark 

Mr. Frank CrasweHer 

LIBRARY 
Dr. W. H. Salter Mr. R. B. Kiiox 

Mr. (5. A. Tonilinaon 

AMKRICANA 

Dr. 0. L. Codding Dr. W H. Sailer 

Mr. D. G, Caah 
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Library Staff 1905 



Mies l-ydiM M. P.iiwr 

Hrjertmt Lihra 
MiriH Klinalx'tli Sf'liteii 



Miw Fraiu'eM K. Karliart 

MiHH Tilley Thoni 

ChiUrtn'i Libraria. 

MiaH Kiitli Ely 



West Dniulk B<-anch 
MisH Licla J. tlarbh' 



Ubrary Staff 1906 



.Mire P'raiiHw li. Earhart 

lleiiJef CiriH>atinf: Diporltninl 

MisH Tilley Thorn 

ChiUrtH's LibrariaH 
A[iw< Kulh ICIy 

AsHslanls 
MIms Liicilc Pattoii, Misa May 

Miller, Misx Militred Hobl>H, 
Miew Alice Uaylont 



WtsI 



lulhb 



s Lirin J. Marble 
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Library Hours 1905 



'J a. "1. Ut 9 p, m. week dajrs 
Closed oil Simdaya and Holi<lays 



9 a. in. to p. m. week days 

2 to » ji. in. Sundays 

2 1« 9 p. m. New Year's Day, Was- 
hiligton'M Birthilay, Ilceuratioii 
Day, Labor Kay, Thmikyeiviiig. 

12 to C p. In. s<'lio(>l <layR 

a. m. to (i p. III. SatiirdayH 

a. m. to 5:30 p. in. during fiiin- 



Ctosed on SiindayH and HolidayK 
Library cliisecl on Cliristmas and 
Fourtli of July. 



Library Hours 1906. 



!) a. m. to 9 p. m. week days 
Closed 01) Rundaya and Holidays 

K/aJing Room 

!l a. in. Ui 9 p. m week daya 

2 to it p. m. Sundays 

2 to » p. m. New Year's Day, Lin- 
coln's Birthday , Washington's 
Birthday, Decoration Day, Labor 
Day, Tliank^iving 

ChilJreas Room 

12 to C p. in. ttchool days. 
!' a. in. to (i p. m. .Saturdays 
II a. m. lo 5:30 p. in. duringsuin- 

Closeil on i^nndays and Holidays 



BefflnnlnH with September Ist 

the fullowinn chmnBes In 
the library hours -v/tre made : 

Circulating Dtpartmtnt 

I) a m. to 10 p. III. week days 
riowd on Sundays and Holidays 



il a. m. to 10 p. in. week daya 
ito 10 p. m. yundaya and Holj. 

<layB, except OhriHtn 

Fourth otJuly. 
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Report of the Board of Directors. 

To ihe Honorable the Mayor and the Common Council oC 
the City of Duluth, 

Gentlemen: — 

The Board of Direclors of the Duluth Public Library 
bes to present, yoii a brief statement of the library's work 
and condition to the close of the year 1906. 

We wish to express our appreciation of your uniform 
Interest. klndncRS and courtesy which makes possible the 
continuation and success of this branch of public utility. 

We are sorry that the year 1906 interrupted the tradi- 
tional ability of the Board to set through the year upon Its 
apportionment, but It was due to certain misunderstand- 
ings and need not happen again. The expenses of this de- 
partment are so In-elastlc that it was impossible to cut them 
down without crippling, and the half-mill limit prescribed 
by law will probably never produce much In excess of the 
actual need. 

The policy of the management Is the broadest passible 
consistent with a public benefit — all sorts and conditions 
are made to feel that there Is at least one place where they 
are not only welcome but urged, and where any and ail sug- 
gestions meet wiyi cheerful consideration and deliberation. 

We like to think we are something more and perhaps 
greater than mere books — a center of interest. It you will— . 
which believes moat thoroughly In the Greatest good to the 
greatest number and something worth while for all. 

That a phenomenally busy and prosperous condition in 
the business world does not interfere with our growth, 
gives us courage. 

1 would like to call your attention to the efficiency of 
our corps of workers to whom really whatever success is 
attained is due. Would also be grateful tor any sugges- 
tions from your honorable body that would make our work 
broader and better. 

Respectfully submllted, 

Charles L. Codding. 

President. 
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Ftnonclal Statemt^nt. 

January 1, 1905, to January 1. 1906. 
Receipts. 

Balance January 1, 1905 t 2,043.47 

Fines collected 256.43 

From taxes 1904 and prior years. . 11,993.30 

}14. 298.19 

DisbDrsemetits. 

Salaries S 6,035.19 

Rent West Dulutli Branch 150.00 

Expense, supplies, etc 494. S9 

Books, periodicals and binding. . . . 5.733.06 

Fuel 500.93 

Furniture and flxtures 120.74 

Minor repairs and alterations 127.85 

Balance January 1, 1906, 1.145.74 

114,398.19 

Balance, January 1. 1906 $ 1,145.74 

Finnnrial Statement. 

January 1, 1906 to January 1, 1907. 

Receipts. 

Balance January 1. 1906 $ 1,145.74 

Fines collected ■>'>^.^ 

From taxes 1B05 and prior years. . 11,179.78 
Sale of books 24.73 

Dlsbnrsenienfs. 

Salaries t 6,029.40 

Rent West Duluth Branch 137.50 

General Expense 608.68 

Books, periodicals and binding.... ■ 4,407.43 

Fuel 400.49 

Furniture and fixtures 107.34 

Minor repairs and alterations . . . 88.40 

Balance January 1. 1907 800.30 

Total $13,679.54 

Balance January 1, 1907 4 800.30 
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Report of the Librarian. 

To the Directors at the Duluth Public Library, 

Duluth, Minn. 
QentlemeD! — ■ 

I have the honor to present the 16th and 17th annual 
reports o[ the Duluth Public Library covering tbe opera- 
tions and etatlstlcB tor the years 1905 and 1906. 

Owing to the lack of funds during 1906, the report of 
the previous year was not printed and Is therefore incorpor- 
ated with the report for the past year. 

The growth and work of the library during the paat 
two years shows a steady Increase In all departments. In 
1906 tt was found necessary to curtail expense in every 
quarter possible, as the city appropriation lacked four thous- 
and dollars of the amount needed and asked for. A more 
liberal allowance has been set aside for the coming year and 
win aid' us In carrying out plans tor larger growth and in- 
creased usefulness. 

During 1905., 127,950 books were circulated and In 
~ . . 1906, 135,237; a gain of 7,287 volumes over the previous 

" year, and a gain of one per cent, of classed books over fic- 

tion. This does not Include the books consulted in the read- 
ing and reference rooms, owing to the open shelf arrange- 
ment of these departments and the fact that we have no 
regular reference librarian. Upon the circulating depart- 
ment the i>opularlty of the library to a large extent depends, 
as the public gains Its first impression and all its informa- 
tion through this channel. In the Juvenile Department a 
.slight decrease Is shown in the number of volumes issued; 
32,999 volumes for 1905 as against 32,429 volumes for 
1906, Tbis Is accounted for by the fact that fewer books 
have been added to this department than usual and a much 
larger number than usual withdrawn from circulation. The 
number of books drawn on teacher's cards tor 1905 Is 5,295 
and tor 1906, 5.603. 

No definite statement can be made as to the number of 

jj^i , books consulted al Ihe library since all departments are 

open to the public. Both reference and circulation books 

^'™y are set aside for the use of clubs, study clasBes and high 

Clauc* school students, and no record of their use can be kept, A 
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Registratian 



Reading 
Room 



conservative estimate of the number of books used at the 
library would be at least 50.000 volumes. In the tables ap- 
pended no mention is made of these books. 

Our departments In foreign languages are very small as Foreign 
the present Board does not approve of enlarging in this Books 
quarter. About three hundred volumes of French and two 
hundred volumes of German, most of which have been do- 
nated, are all we possess. Requests are frequently made for 
books in both Swedish and Italian, and it is hoped that in 
the near future small libraries in both these languages may 
be added. 

In 1905, 14,840 persons held library cards. This n 
her increased to 17.165 by December 1906. These figures 
do not indicate the number of actual users of the library, 
but the number of users' cards in force at the present time. 
On December 1st, 190G, 5,706 books were In actual circula- 
tion. Ministers and members of study classes have been al- 
lowed special cards during the year, in addition to those Is- 
sued to teachers. 

The reading room is supplied with 186 periodicals 
and the newspaper room contains 49 daily and weekly 
papers. A full list of these will be found at the end of this 
report. The rooms are well patronized by the public, es- 
pecially on Sundays, but no statistics of the number of 
users can be kept. 

No reference librarian has been appointed to take the 
place of Miss Selden, who recelvel an appointment in the 
Brooklyn library In February, 1906. The work has been 
carried uti by all the memlierpi of the stHtf and has bi-en an op- 
portunity for development of capability which they might 
not otherwise have had. 

In the spring of 1906 brief lists were prepared for the 
high school seniors for their graduating theses, and during 
the summer bibliographies werp compiled for tbe use Of the 
club women in the fall and winter. 

The work with newapeper clippings is carried on 
as before. All items of public interest are cut from the 
papers and flled as well as leading portraits, and articles of 
local Importance are pasted in a scrap book. 

Bulletins on various topics of interest have been made 
and posted during the year and the lists of books accompany- 
ing these bulletins have been most helpful. 

The Juvenile Department has sought during the past Juvenile 
year to reach a. larger number of the children of the city. Department 

11 
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The library la limited In the work It would like to do Inae- 
much as the greater number of those children using the li- 
brary live in the immediate vicinity. Duplicate copies of 
our beet children's books have been purchased and placed In 
the schools and outlying districts where the homes are too 
isolated for children to come to the main library. Ten school 
buildings, each with a library of about fifty books, were 
thus supplied and the results were most gratifying. The 
books were eagerly read and returned in good condition with 
prompt reguesta (or more. In some cases the Interest In 
the children's room at the library was aroused among these 
scholars, distances were Ignored, and they came directly 
to us for their books. Certainly the plan has enlisted the 
Interest and sympathy of the teachers and much helpful 
work has been accomplished through their co-operation. 
The schools thus supplied have been mainly those of the 
West End, and the library hopes, with the addition of more ' 
books, to extend the work in other directions. 

Mounted During the past year special attention has been paid to 

Picture! ^^^ collection of pictures available for work In the schools. 

A large number of these were mounted on card board 
with material concerning the pictures placed In envelopes 
on the back of the cards. During the summer these pic- 
tures were listed on cards In order to facilitate their use, 
and It Is hoped In time to make this collection of Invalu- 
able assistance to teachers and school children. 

Before Christmas an exhibit of children's books was 
held in the Art Room, which proved of Interest to many 
perplexed Christmas shoppers. 

Circulation "^^^ circulation In the Juvenile Department at the li- 

brary has shown a slight decrease, but there has been no 
preceptlble decrease In the number of children using the 
reading room. The collection ol picture books has proved 
most attractive. A chart of colored plates purchased for 
the room has been most pleasing to the children, and the 
ollectiima of mounted )>i<'turea and poems Imve been lat^'lj 
used in school work. ' 

There has been a marked gain in non-flction reading, 
the greatest increase being in books of history. The Issue 
of the non-flctlon card to the larger children and many bul- 
letins with suggestive lists on various subjects aside from 
Action, have aided in this Interest. 

Story Hour '^"^ stoiy hour has been held each alternate Saturday 

instead oC every week as formerly. No outside help has 

12 
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bees solicited and the aim has been to make the stories 
less formal and more practical and helpful. 

The children's room has been made more attractive 
by the addition of a number of new plants, the gift o( 
library friends, and by the purchase of new pictures and 
atatuary. 

During 1905, one fourth of the room was fitted with 
art metal shelves. It Is the Intention of the board to com- 
plete the shelving and when this is done the room will pre- 
sent a uniform and pleasing appearance. 

This department of the library now contains 2,308 
volumes, US being added In 1905, and 118 In 1906. The 
fund is now practically exhausted but provision for pur- 



chasing rare volumes will be made from the main 






priatlon. During the last two years some of the Important 
additions to this department were: The Philippine Is- 
lands, Makers of Canada Series, the Hakluyt Voyages, and 
numerous additions to local history. A tew volumes of 
genealogical Interest have also been added. 

The Art Room continues to be a popular adjunct of the 
library. It has had during the past year an average of 
twenty-five meetings a month Various exhibitions have 
been held in the room during the year; among them one 
under the direction of Mrs. Seymour on Japanese prints; 
one of china under the auspices of the Twentieth Century 
Club; and a collection of paintings by Mr. Robert Koehler, 
President of the State Art Association. During this exhib- 
it two atereopticon lectures were given by Mr. Koehler, 
one on Art in the Home and the other on James McNeill 
Whistler. A number of evening lectures have also been 
given in connection with the various clubs. 

The number of cards Bled in the catalog tor 1906 was 
10,898, and for 190S. 7,239. The decrease is explained by 
the fact that fewer books were purchased in 1906 on ac- 
count of a smaller appropriation from the city. 

Considerable re- cataloging has been done during the 
past year, including many of the more important series, 
the collection of Shakespearean and works on Napoleon. 
Eighty-one volumes of the International Library of Tech- 
nology publications have been purchased since our last re- 
port and these have been cataloged with many analytlcals. 
L. C. cards are nsed largely, but the number purchased baa 
not been kept. 

In addition to the main catalog, cards are also made for 

13 
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id the West Duluth Branch and 
3 provided with a classed catalog 



Binding 



Government 
Document* 



West 
Duluth 



Staff and 
Apprentices 



the children's catalog, i 
Americana Detiartnient a 
which is kept up to date. 

SIsty-flve pamphlets were accessioned in 1905, and 64 
In 1906. This does not indicate the total additions for the 
two years, as only the more Important pamphlets are acces- 
sioned. 

In 1903, 470 books were rebound and 240 volumes of 
periodicals. In 1906, 854 books were rebound and 314 vol- 
umes of periodicals. 4033 boolts were repaired in 1906, 
and 456S books in 1900. 

An effort has been made during the past two years to 
complete some of tbe sets of periodicals on our shelves, and 
with this object in view a number of volumes of hound 
magazines have been purchased, so that we now have com- 
plete sets of many of the leading periodicals. 

At the beginning of 1905 there were 3,582 public doc- 
uments In the accession records of the library, but since 
that time the new additions have been placed on the 
shelves without being accessioned. 290 volumes were add- 
ed in 1905. and 325 volumes in 1906. Some of these docu- 
ments are of great value to the library and form an Im- 
portant part of our reference collection, especially the 
geological reports and monographs and the pamphlets of 
the Agricultural Department. 

Our branch library at West Duluth has shown the 
most remarkable growth In its history. The circulation 
has Increased from a daily average of 29 volumes in 1905, 
to 41 in 1906, The monthly average was 1484 and the 
total number of volumes circulated in 1906, 17,810. A to- 
tal attendance for the year of 31.679, or an average of 91 
persons daily, shows an increased interest from its patrons. 
Too much praise cannot be accorded the attendant at this 
branch for her faithful and efficient work. The room in 
the bank building was renovated, and steam heat installed 
during the past summer. Fifteen magazines and six daily 
papers are furnished the branch, and about five hundred 
books are kept on the shelves constantly. Miss Marble has 
been assisted in the work by Miss Robb, who succeeded 
Mrs. McKinley as Sunday assistant. In the near future it 
will be necessary to add a regular assistant. 

In June. 1905, Miss Ix)we resigned to take charge ot 
the Cloquet Public Library. Civil service examinations 
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were held In April, and Misses Patton and Miller, -who had 
previously served as apprentices, were added to the library 
staff, Miss Patton In June and Miss Miller In September. 
No further change took place until February, 1906, when 
Miss Selden resigned to take a position in the Brooklyn 
Public. Library. Civil service examinatlona were again held 
in April, and in September, Miss Mildred Hobbs was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. Miss Alice Oaylord, a graduate 
of the Western Reserve University Library School, was 
added 1o the staff in October to take the place of Miaa 
Miller, resigned. 

The librarian attended the state library meeting in 
October, 1905, at Red Wing, and In June, 1906, went to 
Narraganaett Pier as a delegate to the American Library 
Association, 

In May, 1905, Messrs, Crasweller, Salter and Tomlln- 
son were appointed to replace Messrs. Mitchell. Harrison 
and Stocher on the Library Board. In May, 1906 
Messrs. Codding, Clark and Knox were appointed, the 
first two to succeed themselves, and Mr. Knox to suc- 
ceed Dr. Tufte. In June, Rev. T. H. Celland, D. 
D., was appointed to complete the term of Rev. Harry 
Wliite. Dr. Cleland having removed from the city. Rev. J. 
C. Farles was appointed in December to fill out the term 
which expires May, 1907. The Library Board ia now con- 
stituted as follows; President. Dr, C. L. Codding; Vice 
President, Mr. F. D. Adams; Secretary, Mr. D. G. Cash and 
Messrs. M. M. Clark, Frank Crasweller, J. C. Farles, R. G. 
Knox, W. H. Salter and G. A. Tomlinson. 

With cordial thanks to the members of the Library 
Board for hearty co-operation and support In all undertak- 
ings for the benefit of the library, this report is respectfully 
submitted. 

Lydla M. Polrler, Librarian. 
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SUtletlcal Report for 190B. 
Book Account. 

Number of books In library January 1, 1905. 

Books added by purcbase 

Books added by gift 

Magazines bound 

Total " 

Books wltbdrawn 

Number of books in library January 1, 1906. .~ 
Claestfled lAat of Books. 





ADDITIONS 


Total Number i 


Library 


CLASSES 


Circulating 
Dept. 


Reter- 


Circulating 
Dept. 


Reter- 




Adults 


Juv. 


Adults 


Juv. 




General Works 


17 


2 


172 


105 


11 


4241 


PhUosophy 


67 


1 




739 


6 


10 




84 












Sociology 


157 


5 


34 


li»69 




185 
















111 


IB 




1835 


258 


144 


Useful arts 


157 


4 


29 


1231 


56 


111 


Fine arte 


126 


12 


15 


1260 


67 


158 










4107 




470 


Fiction 


874 


543 




7600 


2497 


24 




29.J 


11 


11 


3«40 


182 


216 




147 


17 


.38 


1450 


301 




History 


299 


17 


134 


4026 


253 


1933 
















documents 












36rt2 


TotaJ 


2743 


686 


133 


29759 


419* 


11476 



Classified Report of drcnlatlon IMS. 

Adults Juv. Teachers Total 

General works 3,381 277 193 3,658 

Philosophy 1,301 25 104 1,326 

Religion 937 1S2 95 1,099 

Sociology 1,675 331 456 2,006 

Philology 281 4 93 286 

Natural science 1,572 956 300 2,528 

Useful arts 1.592 159 103 1,751 

Fine arts 1.682 248 222 1,930 

Literature 5,264 3,031 983 8,295 

Fiction 62,419 25,593 1.6*1 88.013 

Biography 2,402 569 225 2,971 

Travel 1,.'!72 777 392 2.649 

History . 3,009 8 77 488 3,886 

Total 8"7;387" 32,999 •5,295 r20.38'6 

West Duluth ^j_. _ 7,564 

Total 127,950 

•Included In adult circulation. 
16 



-d by Google 



Clrculatluri by Mouths 1»05, 



January . . 
February , 
March . . . 

April 

May 

July . .'. . . 
August . . 
September 
October . . 



9.179 
10,704 
11,270 
13,184 
11.264 
10,207 
9,023 
8.929 



Total 12 

Number of days library has been open for circulation. 

Averase dally circulation 

Largest daily circulation 

Smalest daily circulation 

Average weekly circulation 

Statistical Report tor 1908. 
Book Account. 

Number of books In library January 1. 1906 i 

Books added by purchase 

Books added by gift 

Magazines bound 



Number of books in library January 


1, 1907 




47,679 




Classified List of Books. 






ADDITIONS 


Total Number i 


Library 


GLA.SSES 


Circulating 
Dept. 


Refer- 


Circulating 
Dept. 


Reter- 




Adult- 


Juv. 


Adults 


Juv. 




General AVorks 


li) 




;?:;5 






1641 


Philosoplij 


71 






810 


6 


10 


Religion 


8H 




I 


15(13 






Sociology 


85 


5 




2a>1) 


67 


238 








4 


126 




75 


Natural science 




23 


11 








Useful art* 


156 






13H9 


58 


123 


Fine arts 


lUii 


13 


7 


Ui-I 


80 


JW 


Literatun- 


359 


G(i 


23 


45-2-1 


5M 


•.m 






415 










Biography 


167 


2 


30 


400!) 


1,S4 


348 


Travel 




3 


16 






335 


History 


11)3 


u 

530 


H3 


4231) 


264 


3804 


Total 


2156 


526 


3244J 


«24 


10510 



-db,Google 



riusHlfipd Report of CiTTDlation 1006. 

Adults Juv. Ti'ucliers Total 

General works 3,S85 262 274 4,147 

Philosophy 1.30« 28 103 1,336 

ReligEon 1.095 122 110 1,217 

Sociology I,a07 260 ;17"' 1 .WiT 

Phllolog}- 237 ... 67 237 

Natural science 1,542 5 4 224 2.116 

Useful arts 1,892 175 147 2,067 

Fine arts 1,896 321 337 2.217 

Literature 4,855 2,320 1,122 7,17ii 

Fiction 60.109 26,437 1.603 86,646 

Biography 2,335 463 285 2,798 

Travel 1,757 729 446 2.486 

History 2,480 738 510 3,218 

Total 84,998 32.429 •5,603 117.427 

West Diihith 17.810 

Total 135,237 

•rncluded In adult circulation. 



CIn'ulation l>y Months 1906. 

December 8.71 8 

January 10,646 

February 10,635 

March 12,988 

April 10,173 

May 9,429 

June 9,091 

July 8,464 

August 8,407 

■ September 8,392 

October 10.199 

November 10,285 

Total ' 117.427 

Number of days library has been open for circulation 305 

Average dally circulation 440 

Largest liaiiy circulation 901 

Smallest dally circulation 198 

Average weekly circulation 2,603 



-d by Google 



Periodicals In the Library. 



Advocate of Peace, 

American Architect, 

American Boy, 

American Catholic Quarter- 
ly Review, 

American Engineer, 

American Geologist, 

American Historical Maga- 
zine, 

American Hlatorical Review, 

American Homes and Gar- 
dens, 

American Journal of Soci- 
ology. 

American I^umberman, 

American Machinist, 

American Magazine, 

American Monthly Magazine 

American Municipalities, 

American Naturalist, 

Annals of American Acad- 

Appleton'B Book Lover's 

Magazine, 
Architectural Record, 

Army and Navy JournaJ, 

Astro-Phyalcal Journal, 

Atlantic Monthly, 

Babyhood, 

Balance, 

Bellman, 

Biblical World. 

Birds and Nature, 

Bird-lore, 



Blackwood's Edinburgh 

Magazine, 
Bookman, 

Book Review Digest, 
Bntfh and Pencil, 
Canadian Magazine. 
Carpentry and Building. 
Cassell's Little Folks, 
Cassino's Little Folks, 
Catholic World, 
Century Magazine, 
Charities, 
Chautauquan, 
Chicago Banker, 
Children's MlHsionary 

Friend, 
Christian Register, 
Christian Science Journal, 
Christian Science Sentinel, 
Church Standard, 
Collier's Weekly, 
Congressional Record, 
Contemporary Review, 
Cornhlll Magazine, 
Cosmopolitan, 
Country Life In America, 
Courant, 

Cumulative Book Index, 
Cumulative Book Review 

Digest 
Craftsman, 
Current Literature, 
Delineator. 
Dial. 
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Dun's Review, 

Eclectic Magazine, 
Edinburgh Review, 
Education, 

Educational Review, 
Electric World. 
Engineering Magazine, 
Engineering and Mining 

Journal, 
Engineering News, 
Engineering Record. 
Etude. 
Everybody's Magazine, 

Parmer, 

Farmer's Tribune, 

Forest and Stream, 

Fortnightly Review, 

Fornm, 

Gardening, 

Good Housekeeping, 

Good Roads, 

Harper's Bazar, 

Har[ier's Monthly Magazine, 

Harper's Weekly, 

Health Culture, 

Herald ot the Cross, 

Hlbbert Journal, 

Historical Magazine £ Notes 

& Queries. 
House and Garden, 
House Beautiful, 
Illustrated London News, 
Independent, 
Indian's Friend, 
Inland Printer, 
International Quarterly, 
Iron Age, 



Journal of Education, 
Journal of Geology. 
Journal of International 

Ethlea, 
Journal of Political Econ- 

Judge. 

Keith's Building Magazine, 

Keramlc Studio, 

KIndgergarten Magazine. 

Ladies' Home Journal, 

Le Monde Moderne, 

I^eslie's Weekly. 

Library Index, 

Library Journal, 

Life, 

Li|>plneott's Magazine, 

Literary Digest, 

Little Chronicle, 

Littell's Living Age, 

McClure's Magazine, 

Magazine of History, 

Marine Review, 

Masters in Art, 

Messenger, 

Mining Reporter, 

Missionary Herald, 

Missionary Review of the 

World, 
Monthly Weather Review, 
Municipal Journal, 
Munsey. 

Musical Courier, 
Nation, 

National AsHoclatlon Notes, 
National Geographic Masa- 

New England Magazine, 
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New Shakespeareana, 
Nineteenth Century, 
North American Review, 
Northwestern Miller, 
Outing, 
Outlook, 
Out West, 
Overland Monthly, 
Patent Otfice Gazette, 
Patent Offlce Gazette, Cana- 

Phllistine, 

Photographic Times, 
Popular Astronomy, 
Popular Mechanics. 
Popular Science Monthly, 
Public Libraries, 
Puck, 

Putnam's Monthly, 
Quarterly Review, 
Railway Age, 
Railway Magazine, 
Reader Magazine, 
Reader's Guide to Periodical 

Literature, 
Records of the Past, 
Recreation, 
Review of Reviews. 
Rudder, 
St. Nicholas, 



Samaritan, 

Saturday Evening Post, 

School Arts Book, 

School Education, 

School Review, 

Science, 

Scientific American, 

Scientific American Supple- 

Scribner's Magazine, 

Sheep Breeder, 

Southern Historical Assocl- 

Spirit of Missions, 

Strand. 

Studio. 

Success. 

Successful Farming, 

Table Talk. 

Theater Magazine. 

Times Magazine, 

Westminster Review, 

What's in the Magazines, 

Woche, Die. 

Woman's Missionary Friend 

Work With Boys, 

World's Work. 

Y. W. C. A. Journal. 

Youth's Companion. 

Zenith. 
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Aahland Dally Press, 
Atlanta Constitution, 
Biabee Daily Review, 
Doston Weekly Transcript, 
BiilTalo Illustrated Express, 
Chicago Dally Tribune, 
Chicago Record-Herald, 
Cincinnati Weekly Inquirer, 
Cleveland Daily News, 
Des Moines State Register, 
Denver Weekly Republican, \ 
Detroit Free Press. I 

Duluth Evening Herald. 
Dulutl) News Tribune, 
Duluth Tribunal. 
Hartford Courant, 1 

HIbbing Mesaba Ore. i 

HibbintC Tribune. ■ 

Ishpetning Iron Ore, I 

London Lloyd's Weekly ! 

Louisville Courier Journal, : 
Milwaukee Parmer's Sentl- 

Mlnneapolis Journal, 
Minneapolis Tribune, j 

New Orleans Picayune, i 



New York Post, 
New York Sun, 
Omaha World-Herald. 
Philadelphia Press. 
Pittsburg Dispatch, 
Portland Weekly Oregonlan, 
Providence Sunday Journal, 
St. Louts Globe- Democrat. 
St. Paul Pioneer Press. 
Salt Lake City Tribune, 
San Francisco Chronicle. 
Springfield Reiiubliean, 
Superior Leader Clarion, 
Superior Telegram, 
Toronto Weekly Globe, 
Washington Post, 
Winnipeg Free Press. 

Foreign Newspapers 
Chicago Skandlnaven, 
Cincinnatler Volksbatt, 
Duluth Posten. 
Minneapolis Svenska Amerl- 

kanska Posten, 
Minneapolis Ugebladet, 
Perth-Amboy Polkeblad, 
St. Paul Minnesota Stats 

Tldning. 



-d by Google 



List nf Donors to the lA brury 1906-1906. 



Ahren, G. P. 

American Lumberman 
American Museum of Natui 

. al History 
Ames, Ward, Sr. 
Armstrong, G, B. 
Atkinson, Mentzer & Grov- 

Aunt Martiia's Cupboard 

Bainbridge, Miss Helen 

Barnard, H. F. 

Bate, Mrs. 

Benson, Allan K. 

Blakeston, Mr. 

Borden, Mr. 

Boston City 

Boston Records 

Brooklyn Society Prevention 

of Cruelty to Children 
Bureau American Repub- 
lics ] 
Bureau of Commerce and 

Canadian Year Book 
Carswell, Mr. 
Cashmere, T. H. 
Clark, A. H. 
Codding, Dr. C. L- 
Cox, B. L. 
Crawford, ,1. A. 
Dryden, J, F. 
Duliith 

Dulutli Historical Society 
Ely, MlBS Ruth 
Fairchild, Mrs. C. S. 
Fitzpatrick, F. W. 



G. A. R. Memorial 
Gettysburg National 

tary Park Cominla- 

Gllbert, Giles 

Green, Samuel 

Griffls. W. G. 

Haanel. Eugene 

Harrison, C. H. 

Harvard University- 
Heath, Mr. 

Hey wood. Mr. 

Historical Association 

Holton, M. A. 

Howard, G. E. 

Jaggard, E. A, 

Japan Mail Co. 

I^ake Mohonk Conference 

Lake Superior Mining Instl 
tute 

Library of Congress 

Iximbard. Mr. 

Macralllan Co. 

Mahon, Capt. 

Menshaw, M. C. 

Minnesota Chief Fire Ward- 
Mills, W. F. 

Morrison, J. D. 

Murray, T. H. 

McDonald. Mr. 

Merrill. Mrs. T. D. 

Hunger, R. S, 

National Educational Asso- 
ciation 6 

Nebraska State Historical 
Society 

23 
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New York Air Brake Co. 2 
New York Chamber of Coin- 
New York Co-operative So- 

N. Y. Stale 

N. Y. State Hfatorical 

clety 
Noonan, George 
Omaha Public Library 
Owena, L. L. 
Penna. Society Prevention 

Cruelty to Children 
Peabody Coal Co. 
Perry, Preaton 
Polrler, Mra. Camllle 
Poirler, Miss Jean 
Richards. R. C. 
Selden, E. C. 
Smith & Sons 
Smythe. R. M. 



Southwick. J. L. 1 

Stechert, G. E. 2 

Stocker, S. M. 51 

Straus, T. S. 1 

Strlckler, E. P. 1 

Thomas, W. G. 3 

U. S. Official Guide 1 

U. S. Government 8 

U. S. Engineering Dept. 1 
Universal Peace Congress 1 
University of Chicago 10 
University of Wisconsin 2 
Union Press 1 

Weatinghouse Air Brake 
Co. 2 

White, F. H. 1 

White. Rev. Harry a 

Wisconsin Arbor & Bird Day 

Zenith Board Duluth Cen- 
tral High School 3 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 



■To the Honorable the City Council of the City of Duluth: 

(lentlemen :— The Board of Directors of the Public Library, 
are pleased to submit for your consideration, the fifteenth an- 
nual report of this branch of the publif service ; and' in doing so 
we beg leave to call your attention to the very full and com- 
plete report of the librarian which has already been made to 
you for the year of 1904. That report gives you sucJh full de- 
tails as to the actual working of the library during the past 
year, that there is but little left along these lines tut the 
Board to say. 

We beg leave to state, however, that during the past year, 
as during former years, we have conducted the affairs and 
finances of the library according to the best of our abilities, 
and we ai"e gratified to be able to report tliat the library is in 
a growing and very flourishing condition; that it is being pat- 
ronized more and more every year, not only in the general de- 
partment and' reading rooms, but also in the juvenile depart- 
ment; and if its growth can be made to keep pace witli 
the growth and de'velopment of the city, there can be no ques- 
tion biit that as the years pass by it will be a most potent 
factor in the intellectual development of our people. 

We, however, embrace this opportunity to say that the 
library certainly cannot kt^ep pace With the growth and 
development of the city unless legislative authority be given to 
your Honorable Body to make such slight additions to our 
present half-mill tax for a library fund as you may deem 
necessary to make from time to time. 

During the past year we purchased all of the best new 
books that our resources permitted, the total number being 



i.C-oc^lc 



to expend about n ttioiisand dollars morp in substantially the 
same way. 

All tbif< instead of fioin)^ into boo'kB, 'has (tone into per- 
mament improvpments which now belong to the library build- 
ing, which, it is well to remember, is a piece of city property. 

Now, it would certainly seem to be no more than fair 
that as soon as practicable, a sufficient additional tax should 
\>e levied to at least reimburse the g<^neral library fund for 
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the amount taken from it for the fiiriiishingB which should 
have really been paid for by the city. The present half-mill 
tax cannot be increased without the authority of the Legis- 
lature, 

It will be remembered that two years ago the Library 
Board and also your Honorable Body passed a resolution ear- 
nestly urging the delegation from this county to secure the 
paesrage of a general law authorizing the City Council of cities 
of the size of Wulnth, when in their judgment the public inter- 
ests demanded it, to le^vy a tax for library purposes, not to ex- 
ceed three-fourths of a mill on the dollar. ' Such a bill was duly 
introduced, but it was afterwards, through an oversight on 
the part of our delegation, so amended and mutilated as not 
to make it applicable to cities of this class. We would earnest- 
ly urge your Honorable Body to unite with us in asking our 
present delegation in the legislature to secure the passage of a 
bill at the present session similar to the one asked for two 
years ago. 

We desire to state that we consider ourselves very for- 
tunate in the excellent head of the library, and an able corps 
of assistants. They one and all take an interest in their work 
that is most commendable in them and' most gratifying to the 
Board. 

You will notice in the detailed account of the librarian, 
that an effort-has been made to make our building a literary . 
center or literary headquarters, where, through the literary 
societies, artistic giitherings, lectures, exhibitions of various 
kinds, and special work devoted to children, there works a 
tireless upbuilding of the things hooted for, and for which 
money does not pay. 

The absolute fairness and' impartiality with which the pub- 
lic is served is manifest in the absence of all complaint. 

The courtesy of the fomptroller. City Treasurer and all 
officials with whom the management comes in contact, is 
gladly and gratefully acknowledged, for they have shown more 
than a perfunctory, official interest, and you may be assured 
that in so far as your own wishes are known they will be faith- 
fully carried out. and your ])ersonal and frequent inspection of 
our work would only put us under further obligations to you. 

We especially thank your Honorable Body for your recent 
action in authorizing a tin roof to be put on the library build- 
ing to replace the gravel roof that has proved to be so un- 
satisfactory; and we are now arranging to have your ordter exe- 
cuted without (lellay. 

The juvenile patrons of the library seem to appreciate 
fully the advantages afforded to them by their special quarters 
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PnBLIC LIBRARY. 



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 
Boai-d of Directors, Dulutb Public Library: 



Gentlemen: — 1 bave tlie honor to present herewith the 

fifteenth annual report of the Duluth Public Library for the 
year ending, Dec. 31, 1904. 

The library has been open for circulation from 9 a. m. to 
p p. m, on 307 days; the reading room and reference room have 
been open 364 days, being closed only on July 4th and Christmas 
day, the hours on other holidays than these and on Sundays 
being from 2 to 9 p. m. 

The total circulation of books is 131,447, including 34,243 
from the juvenile department and 6,5fi3 from the West Duluth 
station. This shows a net gain of 13,817 over last year. The 
greatest gain in clashes is shown in religion, there being a net 
gain of 272. 

We had 37,989 books accessioned the first of January of 
this year. We have added 4.200 and withdrawn 058, making 
41,537 in the library at the end of the year. This does not in- 
clude 139 bound government documents and all the pamphlets 
issued by the Department of .\griculture which are clas'sified 
and kept accessible, but which are not accessioned and there- 
fore not shown in these records. 

Included in the number of withdrawals are 109 books 
which were mrssing from the shelves during the inventory of 
1903, and as these have not been found during this year they are 
now included among lost books, though experience has shown 
that some of these re-appear at intervals often covering sever- 
al years. (The detailed statistical summary at the end of this 
report as required by the State Library Commission will give 
the additions and circulation by classes, etc.) 



READING AND REFERENCE ROOMS. 

The number of readers in the reading and reference rooms 
is steadily increasing; no accurate account of users of the refer- 
ence i-oom can be kept which would not hamper the free use of 
such reference books as are now readily accessible on open 
shelves, but we have been able this year to give more time to 
special attendance in the reference room and we find more and 
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more that all claBsea of perBons come there seeking information, 
and aBBistance or guidance is often of great help to them and is 
gratefully received. Continuing our u«uul work with clubs and 
sehoolB, many reading lists were made and posted, and books 
from the circulating department were reserved from time to 
time. During the emnmer the year books of the various clubs 
were procured and such material as the library contains on 
the different programs was gathered and bound with the year 
books; the daily jKipers have been very conrteous in printing 
sni-Ii lists as we have sent them from time to time, which has 
Wen of much service to members of the various clubs. 

The reading room is supplied' with 51 weekly and 126 month- 
ly magazines, 34 of which are donated; 10 daily and 30 weekly 
newspapers, 10 of these being donated. ' 

The new window in the reading room, presented by the 
(Jreysolon Du'Uiut Chapter T), A. R designed by Mrs. J. B. 
Weston of our city and made by the Tiffany Company of New 
York, represents the site of this city as it might first have ap- 
peared to the explorer whose name it bears, and it is a very 
beautiful addition to the building. 



OIBCULATIXO DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie increase in circulation at the main library shows a 
gratifying gain of 14,3:15, as the West Duluth Branch shows a 
decrease of 518, The largest per cent of circulation is natur- 
ally in fiction, being 73. This is larger than we should wish, 
but these figures include the juvenile books, many of which 
ai-e classed with fiction but which are used by teachers for 
reading in schools. The daily average in the main library is 
407, which is an increase' of 22 diaily over last year. The largest 
day's circulation was 1,090 and the smallest 203. There are 
I4,'>68 users cards in force, 2,236 having i-egistered during the 
year, including renewals of expired cards. During the year 
there were 2,738 books reimired and 1,524 notices sent for over- 
due books. 



CATAIX)GING DEPARTMENT. 

We have accessioned this year 4,206 books for which 7,887 
cards have been made and filed in the card catalogue. 636 of 
these books are juvenile, 526 reference, 128 .Vniericana, 18 pam- 
jihlets, 146 of these were gifts from various sources and 300 
are periodicals whi<-h have been bound and placed in the refer- 
ence room. 
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ThiB year we have added a considerable number of French 
and German books, among them the complete works of Ooethe 
and Schiller. These have been fully catalogued in order to 
bring out the technical works of both authors. In addition 
the works in English by both authors have been re-catalogued 
ilnd fully analyzed. 



JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 

The children's room has been furnished this year with new 
tables and partially with new shehing from the Art Metal 
Construction Co. Tlie walls of the room were also re-decorated 
and the whole adds gi'eatly to the attractiveness of the room. 



JUVENILE CIRCULATION. 

The circulation has been one of steady growth, the aver- 
age increase being 551 a month, or about 130 a week over la«t 
year's record. 

The Library I^eague and the story hour have done much 
to further the interest and many parents have visited the room 
during the year, bringing the little ones who are too small to 
make the trip alone. The teachers come in lai^e numbers on 
Saturdays for material to help them in their work and often to 
make up libraries to use for some weeks in their school rooms. 

Many of the younger children have been exchanging their 
books every day. It has therefoi-e been suggested to them 
through the story hour that they come as often as they wish 
to use the reading room, but that they exchange their books 
not oftener than every third day. This has resulted in a more 
careful selection and a more intelligent use of the books, w> 
better opportunity on the part of the librarian for individual 
assistance with the children. 

In purchasing books for this department the library aims 
to duplicate the best books rather than to buy many titles. 
The lists published by the Cleveland, Pittsburg and Buffalo 
libraries have been used as guides. 

The «tory hour still has its gatherings every Saturday 
morning. No special outline has been followed but stories 
appropriate to the seasons ^ind the various birthdays have been 
taken up, supplemented by the Perry pictui-es and book illus- 
trations. 

The Library League is a literary club for the older girls 
and boys and aims to sn])plement the work of the library by 
furnishing at its meetings brief outlines of authors' lives and 
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tober i)r. Kiebara iJiirton aelivered three Ifictures on modern 
literatiii'e. In such ways the library strives to he a center for 
i-ultnrc and literary activity and to live up to its functions, 
which are, to quote the words of a well known lihrary worker, 
"tlift development and enrichment of life in the entire com- 
munity by bringing to all the people the boo'ka which belong to 
tliem." 
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STAFF. 



In March MisH Ensign i-csifpied andi Miss Earhart was ap- 
pointed to a iMjaition aftev taking tbe Civil St'r^ice examination 
reciuii-ed by the city. There ai'e now several names on the eligi- 
ble list from which we can draw for aubstitute work when 
necessary. Two apprentices come to the library during two 
afternoons of thp week and give such services as they are capa- 
ble of in exchange for instruction in various branches of libra- 
ry work. 



LIBRARY MEETINGS. 

No representative from the library attended the national 
conference of librarians held at St. Louis. Miss Selden at- 
tended the state meeting at Mankato in October at which about 
forty librarians and directors were present. The mutual in- 
terchange of ideas regarding work and methods as well as dif- 
ficulties is always found helpful and pleasant. 

.The Medical Society of Duluth has made the library a 
depository for its periodicals. These are not included in our 
accessions, but are kept on shelves where the members of the 
society can use them. There are at present 70 volumes so 
ffheved . 



DONORS. 

A list of the donors to the library this year will be found 
appended'. 

LYDIA- M. FOIRIEB, 

Librarian. 



NAMES OF DONORS OF BOOKS. 

Mrs. J, H. Sohuler -1 v. Atlanilf TTnK 

Mlas J«an A. Polrler 

American Swedish Society 

Dr. S. M, Stocker n v. .1. n. uhubb 

Winn. 80c. Sons of Amer. Rev..l v. City of Boston 

Dr, Homer Collins 2 v. K, F, Mullaney 

U M. Polrler 2 v. Katherlne E^nslen 

Webster Free Lib.. N. T 1 v- Mining- InBttiiita 

Government of Canada 2 1 

Mutual Lite Ina Co 4 i 

N. T. State Coll, of Poreatry 1 * 

J. C. Orepn 1 ^ 

H. N. Ralslon 1 * 

Duluth Chamber of Commerce..! * 
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Approxlmnte number of students, not kept. 
Number of reference lists made? Many. 
Number of exhibits held? Art club. 

How have bulletlna and exhibits Influenced the rending? Increased. 
Has there been any noticeable incrense In circulation when books of a 

certain cluss have been advertised? Tea. 
Han the library been systemHtlcnlly advertlaed In the local pnpers? Yes. 
What ban been done In Che way of ayxtematlc Instruction In the use of 

the library? Lectures to apprentices. 
What systematic work has been done for clubs and debating societies? 

Lists of books published and books and periodicals reserved on tables 

In reference room, lists compiled from year books of clubs. 
Number of cluba having proKrams on file In the library and regular 

bulletin space 6 

Number of volumes and pamphlets In local history collection? 1941 

American collection Including local history. 



Itruillnst Room. 

Number of week (lays open 313 

Number of hours per day? From 9 a, m. to 9 p. m., holidays ! to 9 p. m. 
Averagi^ dally attendance? Not kept. 

Number of Sundays open Bl 

Number of Sunday readers? Not kept. 

Number of periodicals aubscrlbed for? 163 mainlines. 30 newspapers. 

Number of periodicals given? 14 magailnes. 10 pnpers. 

Has reading room been open on legal holidays? Alt except July 4 and 

December 2B. 
Average holiday attendance? Not kept. 
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Nbdicb at DIrcctOTS. 



s expire at the date 



Dr. J. M. O. Tufty 
M. M. Clark 
irrlaon. resigned in 
appointed. 



Innmnry Table. 

Number of volumes in the library 41637 

Total circulation during the fiscal yeiir lSl,4i7 

Number of borrowers' cards In force 14,668 

Total receipts for the fiscal year I14,S16.8B 

Total expendilurea for the fiscal year 13,SE2.82 

LYDIA M. POIRIER, Librarian. 
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Report of the Public Library. 



To the Honorable, the Mayor, and City Council, City of Dulath: 
Gentlemen — The Board of Directors of the Public Library 
are pleased to Bubmit for your consideration the fourteenth 
annua) report of this branch of the public service, inviting your 
attention particularly to the rapid yearly increase in the cir- 
culation of books. Increased circulation means increased pat- 
ronage, and increased patronage a growing desire on the part 
of the public at large for the better influences which go to 
make any community a better and more desirable one in which 
to. live. Thus the use of books during tlie past year shows an 
increase over the year previous, by nearly 25 per cent. This 
rate of increase necessarily means a certain yearly increase in 
expenditure. We have gotten along, with your heartj co- 
operation, very nicely thus far. You have placed at our dis- 
posal all the means which the unelastic state law permits, 
and we trust that through increased valuation by the city's 
growth and prosperity, her public library may continue to grow 
and to increase in usefulness. 

During the past year we have purchased all the new books 
from month to month that our resources would permit, and 
our only regret has been that we could not have purchased 
more; and we beg leave to say that if the library is to keep 
abreast of the growth and development of the city in other 
respects, and if it would be kept up-to-date as a library, it will 
be essentially necessary that the library fund be increased. It 
is very much to be regretted that the bill which was recom- 
mended both by the city council and the library board, giving 
the city council authority, whenever it deemed it necessary, to 
make such additional levy from year to year, and which was 
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HDt to our last legielatare, nas bo amended as to be of no ase 
to this city; and it is to be hoped that at the next session of 
the legislature that project may be more successfal. 

We consider ourselves very fortunate in the excellent head 
of the library, and an able corps of assistants. 

Yon will notice in the detailed account of the librarian, 
that considerable effort is made to make our bnildiog an in- 
viting center; a treasure house open to all comers, where 
through the literary societies, artistic gatherings, lectures, ex- 
hibitions of various kinds, and special work devoted to children, 
there works a tireless upbuilding of the things hoped for, and 
for which money does not pay. 

The absolute fairness and impartiality with which the 
public is served is manifest in the absence of all complaint. 

The courtesy of the comptroller, city treasurer and all 
officials with whom the management comes in contact, is glad- 
ly and gratefully acknowledged, for they have shown more 
than a perfunctory, official interest, and you may be assured 
that in so far as your own wishes are known they will be faith- 
fully carried out, and your personal and frequent inspection of 
our work would only put us under further obligations to you. 

The report of the librarian herewith submitted, is so ac- 
curate, concise .and fall, that little can be said additional. You 
will notice that the percentage of fiction circulated is 71, which 
is very low, and speaks much for the intellectual status of 
your city. 

The children seem to appreciate fully the advantages af- 
forded to them by their especial quarters which are made as 
inviting for them as possible, and is a useful accessory to their 
school privileges. 

Thanking you for your many kindnesses in the past and 
asking yoor continued co-operation with as in building up 
Duluth's Public Library and increasing its usefulness, we of- 
fer you herewith our statistical report for the year just closed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

R. C. MITCHELL, 
President Library Board. 
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Librarian's Report. 



Board of Directors, Dnlntli Public Library: 

Gentlemen — Herewith is submitted the fourteenth annual 
report of the condition and work of the Dnluth Library for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 1903. 

GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY. 

On Jan. 1, 1903, the library contained 36,057 books, and 
there were 10,622 readers to whom were circulated 95,809 books 
during the year. 

Today the library contains 37,989 books; the number of 
readers enrolled is 12,567; and there were circulated to the 
homes during the past year 117,630 volumes. The increase ol 
circulation over 1902 is somewhat larger than it would nat- 
urally have been, owing to the fact that during that year the 
library was closed for circulation for two months. 

The Reference use of the library is constantly increasing. 

More reading Hats have been prepared for club and high 
school work than ever before. Many posters have called the 
attention of the public to holidays, literary men and women, 
and events of the hour. Among these were three posters loaned 
by the New York Library School. 

The club room is used by eight clubs at intervals. In De- 
cember the D. A. B. held a china sale for the benefit of the 
window they propose to donate to the library; and the Peace 
Commission and Audubon Society both met and organized in 
the room. 

Three exhibits held during the year, one of baskets, one 
of arts and crafts, and one of bookbindings were most success- 
f nl and brought many strangers to the building. 

Twenty-five posters, and many reading lists have been made, 
and posted on the bulletin boards. 
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CATALOGING DEPARTMENT. 

During the year 2,969 bound Tolames, and aixty-mne pam- 
phlets have been accealoned and catalogued. Of these 2,212 
were for the adult circulating department, 256 for the children's 
room, -and 560 reference works. The largest number of addi- 
tions was in fiction, 879; the next, history, 457. Three hundred 
and fifty sis government and state documents have been cata- 
logued during the year without being accessioned, and 150 
cards issued by the Agricultural department at Washington, 
have been marked and entered in catalogue. 

During the fall the work of revising the card catalogue 
was begun , and in such spare time as has been found about 
575 cards have been made new or revised. This work will be 
continued during the year whenever there is time for it. Type- 
written bulletins of the new books are made monthly or oftener, 
and are posted in the library; these are also printed through 
the courtesy of the daily papers. The card catalogue is kept 
up to date, all cards for new additions to the library being en- 
tered each month. The printed cards we receive from the 
Library of Congress are very satisfactory for most classes of 
books, and supply full and reliable information, while they are 
a saving in labor, and we think in money. 

STAFF. 

A class of from two to four apprentices have given two 
mornings a week for the past six mouths to the library, in ex- 
change for their services they are given instruction in cata- 
loging, classifying, etc., with lectures on libraries, bibliog- 
rtphy, etc. 

No civil service examination waa held during 1903. The 
resignation of one member of the staff in November, necessi- 
tated a temporary arrangement which received the approval of 
your civil service board. The usual examinations will be held 
in May. The entire staff deserve commendation for the faith- 
ful and efficient performance of their duties. 

JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
The growth of the juvenile department of the library is 
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also encouraging. The children still read a good deal of fiction, 
but it is of a higher class than last year, and is supplemented 
by books of a more serious character. A large per cent of the 
books circulated were mythologies, histories, nature books, 
travel and biography. We have noticed a remarkable differ- 
ence in the treatment of the library books. Although there is 
still room for improvement, most of the children are making- 
an effort to help keep the books in good condition. 

Talks are given on the "Care of books" at the story hour 
Saturday morning, and last spring a few informal lectures 
were given to the older boys and girls. The improved condi- 
tion is partly due to these talks, and partly to the suggestions 
given to the children at the desk while their books are being 
charged. 

The catalogue for the juvenile department is practically 
finished, although much more may be done to increase its use- 
folneHs by the insertion of analyticals. Subject headings have 
been chosen with great care, and with special reference to the 
children's questions. 

Posters chronicling things of interest to boys and girls, 
and celebrating various fetes and birthdays, have proved very 
useful in drawing the attention of the children to books they 
would otherwise have overlooked. 

The books for the younger children have been separated 
and shelved by themselves. This has been a great advantage 
in every way, for in the rush period after four o'clock and on 
Saturdays it was impossible to give the little ones the atten- 
tion they needed in selecting suitable books from the regular 
shelves. Picture books and "easy books" are in great demand, 
for many of our new patrons are very young. 

DUPLICATE RENTING COLLECTION. 

The duplicate renting collection continues to be vei7 pop- 
ular, and the demands made upon it are much greater thau we 
can supply. One hundred and seventy volumes have been cir- 
culated during the year, thus lessening the great demand in 
the main library, and as the books are transferred to the gen- 
eral shelves when they have paid for themselves, we feel that 
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tbe calls for popular books has never been so well satisfied 
as Don. 

We have also circulated, as three-day books, duplicate 
copies of Century, Scribner, Harper, Harper's Bazar, Review 
of Beviews, Forum, North American Review, Atlantic. 

OVERDUE NOTICES. 

Postal notices for delinqaent books to the number of 1,669 
have been mailed, and 65 notices have been sent to guarantors. 
Four thousand one hundred and forty-three books have been 
repaired at the library. 

' A few changes have been made in our periodical list, sev- 
eral serials dropped and others added. Among the additions 
may be mentioned Keramic Magazine, Burr Mcintosh Magazine, 
Craftsman, Pedagogical Seminary and Magazine of Art. 

The Chicago American has been dropped from the news- 
paper list, and the Chicago Tribune added. 

The library was represented during the year at both na- 
tional and state library meetings; Miss Selden and Miss Ensign 
attending the A. L. A. at Niagara in June, and your librarian 
attending the state association at Owatonna in October. 

GIFTS. 

The library has received 133 books as gifts during the year, 
besides large donations of government and state documents 
through our Congressman, Adam Bede, and Senator Clapp. 

THE AMERICANA DEPARTMENT 
Continues to grow in interest, 281 volumes have been added dur- 
ing the year, making a total of 1,813 in this department. 

An annotated bibliography of books on the Minnesota iron 
district and the Lake Superior region has been prepared dur- 
ing the year, and is now ready for publication. 

Some of the more notable accessions have been as follows: 

Bates. The drama, 20 vols. Ed. de luxe. 

Bradford. American antiquities. 1841. 

Brinkley. Japan, llv. and portfolio of platea. 

ChasteUeuK, Marqula. Travein In North America. 2v. ITST. 

Flake, John, Complete historical works. ]2v. 

Kalm. Travels In North America, 3v, 1770. 

Magazine of American History. 187T-1S88. 

Oneota Town Records, 1S59-1861, Orlslnal Mas. Olft of Judgs 

Carey, 
Shea, Early voyages up and down the Htsalsstppl, 
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Wilson, W. History of the A 
Antique grems. 13 Vols, Ed. 

Donors to Library, Vols. 


Lmerlcan People. 6v. 
Donors to Library. Vol 








Ely. a 

Lewis. R. T 

MeClurK, A. C. 


Adams, R. C 1 




Burrows, Miss M. J 3 




Carey, J. R 1 

Godding. Dr. G. L : 12 

ChlcaBTO, Milwaukee'&St! Paul'.!; I 


Nat. Sound Money League 


Stocker, Dr.' S.' 'm.V.V.'.'.'.'.: 1 1 " ! ! A 
Sherrill. J. S 










HlUyer, Dr 6 





Respectfully submitted, 

LYDIA M. POIEIEE. 



BOOK ACCOUNT. 

Additions- 
Number ot books In library at beginning of flacal.year 8B.057 

Number added by gift 13S 

Total additions for fiscal year S,0S8 

Withdrawals — 

Number of books condemned (G2 burned) 8S8 

(Books worn out. destroyed on account ot contagion, etc.) 

Number of books lost by borrowers ■ 81 

(Of this number 62 were paid for.) 

Number of books missing In stock of 1902 14J 

Number of books sold None 

Total withdrawals for fiscal year ,' 1,»9« 

Number ol volumes In the library 87,989 
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CLASSIFIED L 



r OF BOOKS. 







Total No. In Library 




GIrculBlIng Dept. 


ll(f»r- 
ence 


Gitculaling Dept. 


Refer- 




Adults 


imild'n 


AOuils 


dilid'n 


me 




48 

9 1 

437 15 


"5 

i 
i 

c 

51 
15 


i.6«j 
99; 

3,361 

3)261 
a,477 
5,911 


21 

22S 

S( 
2Tf 

22« 




Philosophy 

Hollglon 

SoclolOKy 


6B 
67 










Literature 


21 


History 

Biography 


1. 83 
01 
















eneral works 
6fio| 24,672 










Total 


2.212 £56 


2,872 


10.446 


Total 






3.028 






37,989 



PAMPHLETS. 

Number In library at beginning- of fiscal year 1,313 

Number added by gift ..,..,.. 89 

Total number of pamphlets in the library 1,412 

BINDING. 

Volumes of periodicals bound 3J1 

Number of books rebound 638 



CIRCULATION 





Um Main librair 


ThmuEli Schoois 


"^^S^tXt^' 


T«lal 


f^rcint- 




Adulls 1 Ghild'n 


Adults 


Chiia'n 




General works 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Language 

UsetuT a?ts*'!'!* .'.'.'.\ 


I'.ttn 

1,881 
169 

lieai 

4,865 
1,881 
3,103 

57,630 

) Inch 

82,403 


324 

566 

'iZf 
353 

'836 
1,05S 

£0,861 

ded in 

28.146 


66 
330 

409 
106 

813 
S82 




^081 




'98f 

'■V,\ 

2.761 
1,648 
1,984 
6.93a 

117.630 




Tr"vel".'".^. .*.■.■■. .■.'.'.■. 




Biography 

Fiction 

Oerman books 

Current periodicals.. 




Total , 


4,735 




_ 
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Number o[ days library bas been open Tor olroutatlon 305 

Average dally circulation 335 

Largest dally circulation 809 

Smallest daily circulation 1«9 

Average weekly circulation 2,1S6 

Increase in circuiacion of books for adults 21,821 . 

(Closed two months in 1902.) 
In which class Is the gain largest, Qeneral Works. 
Increase In clrcutation of cblidren's books. Had no depa.rtment in 1902. 
Percentage of children's books circulated, 2B per cent. 
Percentage of fiction circulated, Jl per cent. 
Number of volumes in the renting collection of duplicate 

during year 170 

Circulation from this collection. Not kept. 

Coat of the collection 1169.31 

Do readers approve of the plan. Yes. Entire amt. expendsd. 

REGISTRATION OF BORROWERS. 

Number of borrower's cards in force at date ot last report. . .10,822 

Number o( cards Issued during fiscal year 1,945 

Total number of cards In force at date. 12,567 

Number of cards held by country people None 

Number of cards held by other non-residents None 

Number of readers holding two cards or special non-fiction 

cards. Not kept. 
For how long a period are cards issued, B years, ' 

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT, 

Is there a separate reference room? Tes. Table. 5 tables. 

Approximate number of students. Not kept. 

Number of reference lists made. 25 Posters. Many reading lists. 

Number of enhiblts held, 3— Book-binding. Baskets, Arts and Crafts. 

Have bulletins and exhibits influenced the reading? Yes. 

Has there been any noticeable increase in circulation when books of 

a certain class have been advertised? Tes. 
Has the library been systematically advertised in the local paper.'?? Yes, 

weekly 
What has been done In the way of systematic instruction in the use of 

the library? Talks to children and lectures to apprentices. 
What systematic work has been done for clubs and debating societies? 

Lists whenever asked for or thought necessary. 
Number ot clubs having programs on file in the library and regular 

bulletin space, t. 
Number of special class lists published during the year. None. 
Number of volumes and pamphlets In local history collection. 209 

bound, 199 pamphlets. Also newspaper scrap book on local history. 

READING ROOM, 

Number of week days open, 311. Number of hours per day, 12. Holl- 

Average daily attendance. Not recorded. 

Number of Sundays open, 52. 

Number of Sunday readers. Not recorded. 

Number of periodicals subscribed for, US. 

Number of periodicals given, 12. 

Has reading room been open on legal holidays? Yes, except July 4 and 

Average holiday attendance. Not kept. 

Cost of Sunday service. Janitor and boy. Of holiday service, same. 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

Number of classes which have visited the library. Many, record not 

Number of books circulated through the schools. Included In teacher's 

Number of books In school duplicate collection. Have none. 
Number of books issued on teacher's cards, 4,T35. 

Number of teacher's cards In force, 179. Number of books allowed to 
each teacher, 20. 
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FINANCB. 
Receipts — 

City appropriation IIS.SOO.OO 

Qlfta None 

Special funds None 

Pines 244.51 

Bale of finding llBta None 

Fees from non-residents None 

Total receipts Jin, 744. SI 

Expenditures — 

Rent None 

Heat 652.82 

Lilsrht None 

Janitor service 91S.0O 

Salaries 4, 96!. 40 

Repairs and Improvements, furniture and fixtures saB.51 

Printing, stationery and catalOK supplies 332. ST 

Postage and express 80.2Z 

Books 3.092.13 

Periodicals 577.37 

Binding 589,58 

Insurance . , ', 876.00 

Miscellaneous 139.74 

Special, Weet Dulutti Branch 860.96 



2,946.6! 



•Giles Ollbert. 



NAMES OP DIRECTORS. 



•R. B. Denteld. 



SUMMARY TABLE. 

Number of volumes In the library 37,989 

Total clrculallon during the fiscal year 117,830 

Number of borrowers' cards In force 12,567 

Total receipts for the fiscal year 112,744.61 

Total expenditure for the (Iscai year 13,946.69 

I have carefully read this report and with the consent of the 
Library Board Bubmit it to the Council and to the Free Library 
Commission. 

R. C. MITCHELL, 

President. 
CHAS. L. CODDING, 

Secretary. 
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Report of the Public Library- 



Dulutb, Minn., January 1, 1903. 

To the Honorable, the Mayor, and the Common Council of the 

City of Dnlntb. 

Gentlemen: The Directors of the Duluth Public Library 
herewith submit the thirteenth annual report of thia institu- 
tion, including that of the Librarian, and also ^me comments 
upon the work of the year past, together with some recommend- 
ations for the improvement of this department of the city gov- 
ernment. 

The accompanying report of the librarian, to which atten- 
tion is called, as to the condition and work of the Public Library 
for the year ending December 3l8t, 1902, is so full and complete 
that we deem it unnecessary to go over the same ground to any 
considerable extent in our own report. 

All who wish to learn of the details of the work that the 
library has accomplished during the past year will doubtless 
find in the Librarian's report all the information which they 
desire. 

Perhaps the first matter to which we should here allude 
would be to congratulate your honorable body and the citizens 
of Duluth generally over the fact that since our last annual 
report, the Library has been removed to, and now occupies, the 
beautiful and commodious library building erected for the city 
by that distinguished, generous and philanthropic American citi- 
zen, Mr. Andrew Carnegie, at a cost of |75,000. We have no 
hesitation in saying that the people of Duluth will never cease 
to feel sincerely grateful to Mr, Carnegie for this generous and 
most timely gift. 
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H> mifchr wii in fxtMiinf; That fb*- 'uruf^ *r*«e of the Lib- 
rary hnM'vUf i»a» laid on Jnlv 4th. IWH, with f^maMtt!* be- 
firtinK rh«- inanjfi»n»ri"n 'ff iWf im(B»rTaiir a w>>rk, asd the- 
^ftmffWwl t.nil»linsf, with all the hmAm \tt plate-. wa» fnrmaWj 
npfrtitrd to tb«r frtiMk with appropriate t*-rDi«(ii<r», So tbe prwe«re 
of a largK aoilitnx-e of risilora od tlw 2<>tb dar of April. IdfK; 
nh^trt stA6rff***f» t?^inf; madtr on that 'frt^aitioD hj bis honor, 
Maror T. «. lingo. Jm«Jk*: 4. \f. V.Mivn. Prof. R. E. I>eiif«^ld 
atMl Ih'' ar'-)iit«-'-t of tlk^ hniliiinK, Mr. .\. F. Kndolpb. while an 
apffTt^irial*^ tnnnii-al program wa» rendnrftd by Flaatan'x orcbe*- 
tra and Mim Anna Farr*rl[. 

And now, that ih« Lihrarr ban U-f^n dnir inHtalled id its 
ofrw and pfrntiantmt h<mifr, Wf; df^em it proper to taj that, io 
otir jndKtnf^t, frnlnth hait Ki>od raoM- to 1tf:l prnad of tbU new 
libr!ir,f. It in a bnilditif; whtnu^ ar':liit(r'rtDral beaoty. 
Ifotb fxU-rifir and iuu-rior. i» anivrxally adtnired. and io 
ii»r opinion, no olhfr f ity >n tli<' t-onntrr of thitt nize. has 
a \H-Hi^r planm-d library bttildint; or one tnore (onvenieotly ar- 
raiiffrd f*»f '-arrj-inK on library work, <yf 'roorw, as tbe city 
KrowM, mocfr librar>' room will Iwr nffrdfrd. hot thin bnildiog will 
atiKW'rr tJi'f pnrjwMHr *rf the city for iwTpral yeara to come, 

'Pbc (Inly now fbrvolvcw ujMin nx to keep the library 
up, by lli« pnrf'biiMr of ii«;w iKrokn from month to month and from 
yfar Io year, to ibf? tiiandard reqoirfd by the reasonable de- 
mandft of thi piibli<r. 

In connortion with the (romttmr^tion of onr new building it 
shotild horf- be fxphiiipfd that the fuminhing and equipping 
of tin- building for (H-mjmnry, haf unavoidably made a consider- 
able dr«Jn ri)M(ii tlii^ gctn-rjil library fund for the last year. 
Your board have felt thai they were legiMlating not merely 
for Ibc 7<re»nTit brit for the (roming ({erieration, and hence in 
Hie fTciiioii lit a library building, Ihi-y felt it deHirable and 
ni'ccftmiry to h(;i^ui'o ax birgt- and comniodioiifi a one as pos- 
»ibl(;. They felt, Ihcrefor*;, timt good faith to Mr. Carnegie, as 
well UK fhd public iiil(;re«t, required that hid gift be expended 
in Ihe conntruction of the liliniry hiiildiug proper and that the 
cost of furnlKbitift the building, putting in clc<rtric lights and all 
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other incidentaU shonld be borne by the city, and bo, contracts 
were let accordiogly. 

The result has been that since the commencement of the 
work the library has been compelled to pay out of 
the general fund, money which otherwise would have been ex- 
pended in the purchase of books and in meeting current ex- 
penses, the following sums and for the following purposes ; 

AdvertlaiDK lor plaos, contractors bldB, etc., required 

bj law t 52.25 

iDsarance on building la proceBs ot constrtjctlon S 210.00 

Fuel during couBtructlon 334.38 

Grading and godding the grounds 212. 4S 

A. F. Rudnlpb, extra services as arcliltecf 114.60 

Pearson & Fancett. contractors, extra 300.00 

Sundry necessary building Items 258.66 

Furniture and eielTlng 1,S09.T3 

( ost ot moving and apeolng up balldloK 196. TT 

Klectrk llgbtlng 321 . 79 

Total .* (3,705.86 

It is to be regretted, of course, that we could not have 
had this sum with which to make much-needed additions to our 
stock of books and to meet our current running expenses, but 
we feel that this money has all been judiciously expended, and 
it is pleasant to reflect that it has gone into permanent 
improvements and that during the coming year we shall have 
no such expenses to meet. Still, we would call the attention 
of your honorable body and of our public-spirited citizens gen- 
. erally to the fact that with the occapaucy of our spacious new 
building, our running expenses will necessarily be perceptibly 
increased. Indeed, it is unreasonable to expect that, as the 
library grows and expands and as more employes become abso- 
lutely necessary, our current expenses will be no more than 
when in the our old, cramped-up quarters. The truth is, that 
if we keep the library up to the standard that the public will 
expect, now that the city has a most cieditable library 
building of its own, it will be simply impossible for us 
to do so with the present half-mill tax levy for library pur- 
poses. As above stated, the board felt justified since the com- 
mencement of the Library bnilding in paying out of the general 
library fund something more than |3,700 for the purpose of 
furnishing and otherwise equipping the new building, but it 
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will be the purpose of the board in the future to limit its ex- 
penditures to its reeources, be they what they may, and the 
number of books purchased will depend upon the size of the fund 
placed at our disposal for that purpose. Our current or operat- 
ing expenses cannot possibly be reduced. To carry on the li- 
brary properly, we must have competent employes and we 
must pay them fair wages, or we cannot retain them. Neither 
can we economize much in the matter of fuel as the building 
must be kept comfortable for the library's patrona. 
The only way in which it la poasible to cut down 
expenses is to curtail the number of books purchased; but it is 
certainly to be hoped that such curtailment in fhia respect 
will not be necesaary as to impair the efficiency of the library. 
Since Mr. Carnegie Jjas made a present to Duluth of a |75,000 
library building, we have too good an opinion of the public 
spirited citizens of Duluth to believe that they will be unwill- 
ing to make the very slight — indeed the almost infinitessimal 
— increase to their taxes that will be necesaary to keep their 
public library up to the standard to which they all wish to see 
it kept. Under our city charter, the city council is only author- 
ized to levy a talf of half a mill on the dollar for library purposes. . 
That body, realizing the importance to our growing and am- 
bitious city of a Public Library which shall be in keeping with 
our growth and development in other respects, haa very properly 
gone to the limit and levied all the tax that the charter per- 
mitted it to levy; but that, on our present valuation, only pro- 
duces a library fund of fl3,250, considerably more than one- 
half of which, even by the most careful economy, has to be 
expended in operating expenses, thus leaving us but a limited 
amount of money with which to make much-needed additions 
to our stock of books. We feel justified, therefore, in earnestly 
asking your honorable body to join with us in asking our 
senators and representatives in the legislature to secure, if 
possible, the passage of a law authorizing city councils in cities 
of more than 50,000 inhabitants, to levy a tax not exceeding 
three-fourths of a mill for library purposes, when, in their 
judgment, an increase of the half mill tax may be necessary. 
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An increase ot our library tax to three-fourtbs of a mill on the 
dollar would give ua an increase of f6,625 to our present fund, 
and with this we could get along in good shape. Even an 
increase of the tax to five-eights of a mill would be a very great 
help; and as more than one-half of the city tax is paid by oui; 
non-resident property owners, it would seem that a tax of three- 
fourths of a mill could not be considered as a burden to our 
70,000 people, as that increase, if divided amongst them per 
capita, would not exceed five cents each. 

It seems to the board that if the council had the authority 
given to make a slight increase to our present tax levy, when- 
ever it felt that the public interests demanded it, that body 
could be safely trusted from year to year to act judiciously 
and wisely about this matter; but if this authority is not se- 
cured at the present session of the legislature, it will be two 
years before it can be secured ; so that, if it shall be thought best 
to move in regard to this matter at the present session of the 
legislature, it would be necessary to do so without delay. 

As an evidence of the kindly good will which it is believed 
that many public spirited citizens cherish towards our Public 
Library, we desire to note the fact that our public spirited and 
generous fellow townsman, Mr. Ward Ames, the well known 
board of trade man, has presented the library with a large, 
elegant and costly paintings — one of the most costly paintings, 
by the way, ever brought to the city — and that it now occupies 
a conspicuous position in our spacious art room, which room 
it is hoped will in years to come be a valuable ad- 
junct to the library proper. Mr. Ames certainly deserves the 
thanks of all the people of Duluth for his generous gift, and 
be has set an example to other citizens of Duluth, which 
it is hoped that many of them will see their way clear to fol- 
low. Especially is it believed that in many of the large private 
libraries of the city, are many volumes of really valuable books 
for which the owners have no further use, but which would be 
of much benefit to the, constantly increasing number of our li- 
brary patrons. Your committee desires it to be understood 
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that all such books will be tbankfuHy received and due acknowl- 
edttement made to the donors. 

We would state the largely increased attendance at the 
reading room and the increased patronage of the library since 
moving into our new quarters gives us, as we believe, good 
ground, for confidently believing that in the years to come, our 
library will indeed be a highly prized institution by all classes 
of citizens. We are especially gratified at the success that has 
attended the board's recent "new departure" in opening up In 
one of our largest and most cheerful rooms, a juvenile depart- 
ment, in charge of a trained assistant, who is an enthusiastic 
in her work and who is proving of the greatest service to the 
children and youth, by selecting for them, according to their in- 
dividual capacities, such books as she deems it most profitable 
for them to read, instead of allowing them to select at ran- 
dom those books, which in appearance might happen to strike 
their fancy. 

In this connection, the board desires to bear witness to the 
competency and efficiency of the library employes, and to the 
zeal that they all display in their respective lines of duty. 

In conclusion, we desire to thank your honorable body for 
the generous assistance that it has rendered this board in 
fitting up the city's new library building, and we sincerely 
hope that in the years to come, we shall continue to have your 
co-operation in our efforts to keep the library up to the highest 
possible standard of efficiency. 

Hespectfully, 

B. C. MITCHELL, 
President Public Library Board. 
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Board of Directors: 

Gentlemen — I have the honor to present the Thirteenth 
Annual report of the condition and work of the Duluth Public 
Library for the year ending December 31, 1902, 

The Library year of 1902 might be well divided into two 
distinct parts; the first in our old quarters, which we closed on 
April lat, and the second in our new building, from May 1st 
to January. 

The report of the first half is practically that of preceding 
years. The library was crowded into small, poorly ventilated 
rooms, always over-crowded and the opening of the new building 
was looked forward to with eager anticipation. 

We moved in six days, and what had at first appeared a 
very alarming undertaking proved in reality a most simple pro- 
cedure. The library was ready to open its doors on April 8th, 
but the architect refused to be hurried, and a protracted period 
of waiting ensued, which was summarily ended by the Board of 
Directors on April 19th, and on the 20th the doors were opened 
and the public swarmed in to inspect the new building. 

With ample room, we find ouraelves able to do more satis- 
factory work in many lines, notably the childrens' department, 
in reference work with the clubs and classes which make use of 
the art room for meetings, and in work with the schools. 

In May the first civil service examination of applicants for 
library positions was held. Seven young ladies applied, and 
the two with highest standings were added to the library staff. 
Miss Katherine Ensign, a graduate from the Chicago Library 
school, and Miss Ely, who for six months had been an appren- 
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tice in the library. No other changea have been made in the 
staff during the year, and to the assistants is due much credit 
for the faithful discharge of their duty, and assistanee in the 
forward movement of the library. 

During the month of August the library undertook the re- 
arrangement of the High School library, completing the cata- 
logue and preparing for use the 2,500 volumes it contains. 

The circulation department has been opened 287 days, it 
was closed twenty days while moving, and on Sundays and 
holidays. 

The total number of books issued from the central library 
was 95,809, of which 20,580 were from the juvenile department, 
and 3,655 on teacher's special cards. (For classes of circula- 
tion see tables appended.) The average daily circulation was 
334, the greatest number any day 797, on November 16; the least, 
164, on March 26 ; the greatest number any month, 9,965, in De- 
cember, and least, 7,344, in February. Of books issued 73 per 
cent was fiction. O-ie ibutisand and three hundred and forty- 
four overdue notices were sent. 

The practice of buying extra copies of the popular books 
for which there is a large demand, and renting them for 5 cents 
a week has seemed satisfactory to patrons and is continued. 
■From two to six extra copies of a book are thus purchased for 
which $124.44 has been expended, all of which has come from 
this source. ■ Two thousand and one hundred and eighty-five 
new cards have been issued, making 10,622 users enrolled. 

REFERENCE AND READING ROOM. 
This department has been opened 341 days, besides the 
time closed while moving, it was closed January 1, July 4 and 
Christmas. No record of attendance can be closely kept, as 
many persons come in for a hurried consultation of one or many 
books to whom any form of registering their wants would be 
a hinderance. The whole number of Iwoks in the reference li- 
brary is 9,074, of which 1,165 are in the Americana collection and 
3,404 are government, state and city documents. 
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In the reference room boohs are reserved for the Literature 
class, Art class, Outlook club and High School classes, while 
lists of books have also been made for some of these, posters and 
bulletins of Bret Harte, Frank Stockton and the various holi- 
day anniversaries have been made. 

An exhibit by the Art club was held in the Art room in Oc- 
tober and an exhibit of book pfates which created much interest 
in the main library in December. 

The reading room tables are supplied with 101 magazines 
and SO weeklies, of which 7 are donated; of newspapers 19 are 
dailies and 20 are weeklies; 10 of these are donated. 

CATALOGING DEPARTMENT. 

Three thousand and three hundred and sixty-five books 
have been accessioned and catalogued during the year; for many 
of these printed cards have been purchased from the library 
of Congress, thus facilitating the work; 405 city and government 
documents have been catalogued, but not accessioned; 890 cards 
issued by the government for public documents of the Agricul-- 
tural Department have been marked and entered in the cata- 
log; 325 cards published by the A, L. A. for the John Hopkins 
University studies have been entered, and about 1,000 cards for 
the Warner Library, thus greatly increasing the usefulness of 
these collections. 

Subject headings have been added to cards already in the 
catalogs, and the subject, author and title cards have been ar- 
ranged in one alphabetical whole, thus making a straight dic- 
tionary catalog by which one can find what is in the library 
either by looking for the author, the subject, or the title. The 
shelf list, begun last year, is now complete; type written bulle- 
tins of the new books are posted each month in the library and 
are published in the daily papers, by courtesy of the editors. 

Regular instruction in cataloguing and in reference work 
has been given the assistants during the fall. 

For classes of books added during the year see tables ap- 
pended. 
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Our moat popular department is the children's room. It is 
on the ground floor, to the left of the entrance, so children are 
not permitted to interfere with the adults, as in the past. 

It has proved bo attractive with its dado of Noah'e Ark 
animals, ita poster decorations, its windows filled with plants 
and its many table magazines, that the children have come 
o us in overwhelming numhera. The room is open daily from 
to 6 p. m., and during the vacation from 9 a. m. to 6 p. m. The 
ables are supplied with 25 magazines, picture books, made by 
i little Eaat End Boys club, and a very attractive bulletin board 
s constantly calling attention to holiday lists and books of re- 
ference. There are about 2,81)0 books on the shelves, and since 
May let, 20,580 books have been issued for home use, which in- 
dicates that our most pressing need at present is for more chil- 
dren's books. A general improvement in the care of the juvenile 
books is one of the most pleasing features to be reported. 

A Maxon Bookmark, furnished by the courtesy of the Cen. 
tury Co., is placed in each volume as it leaves the library and 
is found most beneficial. 

Binding.— 2!>0 magazines have been bound, 585 books have 
been rebound and 8 volumes of newspapers have been added 
to the shelves. 

Branches. — West Duluth branch has been opened 305 days. 
Total attendance amounted to 15,177, an average attendance 
of 50 daily. The circulation amounted to 5,548 books, a daily 
average of 18 books; 11 magazines are taken for this branch, 
with 5 daily papers and 2 two weeklies. 

The %Vest End branch was discontinued in April. During 
the 73 days this room was opened the attendance was 4,087, a 
daily average of 56 persons; the circulation amounted to 2,234, 
a daily average of 30 books. 

The supplies for the Bethel and the Bethel branch were dis- 
continued in January. Numbers of old magazines have been sent 
to these reading rooms. 

The results of the past eight months make us most hopeful 
for the coming year. The hearty appreciation of the citizens of 
Duluth has been very gratifying and the continued interest 
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and tlioaghtfut consideration of the Board of Directors have 
made jreeent conditions possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LYDIA M. POIRIER. 

SUMMARY. 

Books In library January 1, 1902 32.331 

Books added daring year 3,373 

3Q,e94 

Books withdrawn ST8 

Books In library January 1. 1903 35,116 

Of thc«e withdrawn : 

Worn out 509 

Lost and paid for 80 

Cost, not paid tor 5 

Burned, not paid toe 23 

LoBt at binders 5 

Error In cbai^lng 6 

S78 

Books missing from shelves at time of taking stock, 177; this 
is an unusually large number, but covers two years, as no in- 
ventory of the books waa taken during lyOl. These are not 
withdrawn from the catalog as many of them will doubtless re- 
appear during the year. . 



CIRCULATION. 



Subject 
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Philology 
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Fiction 




Letters 


18 
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R«l Irion... 
SocloloKF „ 
Phllologj' - 



Travel -- 138 

Biography 303 

HIator; 502 

Total ase& 



Lauer. pjbllnher 

Woodbrldve, Mr>. ...... 

Puirord, Mrs. P 

Polrler. KM 

Barton, W, K 

Mc(Jo]rlck,BlBliop 

Bweveo. G.- 

Educational Pub. Aisa 

JaT.Wm 

Lubln,D 

r<effliiB'well 

Pan-iCm. EidorUIod... 

Boitwlok. Col 

Woat Piib. Oo 

Cortdlnir. Dr. cf L,.;..., 
Christian Science S. H. 
Stocker. Dr, S, M 



Uquier, A. k 

Bc4ldle, U 

itmyth 

fih.AS. W.Bt... 
Wirnnr&Swaitey 



nOOKB OF SPECIAL INTEKB! 

ronrederite Statutes. 

Riinsrs. Msx "Dutuh Palntem.Svol. 

Publications of the Haykluyt !4ocy..T vol. 



Baldwin, Mrs 
JennlDKS. A. 
Balcb. E. S. . 



Reportsof City OfHcersof Duluth and 
Mlnnesiiolls. lieportH of various 
libraries. U. A. and Canadian govern- 



r ADDED DURING THE YEAE. > 

Southern Historical Society Papers. £T 



PERIODICALS. 



WMkllos-Pald for. 

Army and Nary Journal. 
Amerluan Arohlteot. 
American Lumberman. 
American Havhinlsl. 
Collier's Weekly. 
Eleotrloal World. 
Enfflneerlng News. 
Kngl neerlDg Uecord. 

Forest and Stream. 

(lardenlntr. 

Great Round World. 

Harper's Weekly. 

Illustraled London News. 

Independent. 

rJisfie's Weekly. 

Lire. 

Literary Divest. 



Little's Livlni 

Marine Itevie 
Musical CdufI 



Saturday Even log Post. 
Selentlflc A 



Woekllaa-DonB 

Ohrlstiun Realster. 
Cumulative Index. 
Dun's ItBTlew, 
Patent Office Oaiette. 
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PDBLIO LIBBABY. 
PERIODICA lA— CoDtlnued. 



Nonthllea— Pftld for. 

American Boy ^"^ 
American Cathollo Quarterly Review 
American Engineer 
American Geolifflst 
AmericftQ Historical Maglilne 
American Historical Kevlew 
Amarloan Journal of Sociology 
American Monthly Uagazlne 



Atlantic MoDtbly 
Babyhood 

Biblical World 

Bird -lore 

Bird a and Nature 

Blackwood's Uasazlne 

Book-buyer 

Rook -lover 

Bookman 

Brush and Peocll 

Carpentry and Bulldiofr 

Oassel'a Little Folks 

Catholic World 

Century 

CbHutauquan 

Child-Garden. 

Contemporary Review 

Cosmopolitan 

Oouolry Lite 

Current History 



nonaboe's Magazine 

Electlu 

EdlDbartc Review 



Eng-Iaeerlofr Magazlue 
Etude 

Fortnightly Review 
Forum 

Good Housekeeping- 
Harper's Bazar 
Harper's Monthly 
House Beautilul 
Inland Printer 
International Quarterly 



Journal of PollticBl Economy 
Keith's Home Builder 
Klndererarten Magazine 



North American Review' 
N. A. Notes and Queries 
NortbwestMagazIne 
Out West 
Ouiln? 

Pedagoe I u a 1 Bem 1 n ary 

Perry fla^azlne 

PhllfstlQe 

Photo-Mlnlature 

Photo-Tlmei 

Political Science Quarterly 

Popular Astronomy 

Popular Science Monthly 

Public Libraries 



9choo] and Hume Eldn cation 
School Review 
Sorlbner's MagazlDe 
Strand 
Btudio 
Table Talk 
Werner's Hag-azlne 
World's Work 

Monlhlloa— Donn-tMl. 

Christian Science Journal 
Home and rtower& 



No wspapers— D&.1 ly . 



N*wspa.p»r*— Weekly. 



Cleveland Plaindealer 
Oonnetlout Courant 
Clarion- Citizen, Superloi 
Duluth Posten 
Irish World 



Missionary Review 

Municipal Journal 

Music 

National Geographic MirazlDC 

New EnglaDd^Maeazlne 

New Illustrated Mairailne 

Nlaeteenth Century 



Norbestern., ..^„, 

Perth Amboy Foike 

SvenskaAmerlkanska Posten 
San Francisco Chronicle 
!n. Louis Globe Democrat 
Trebladet 
Vrrglnlan 
Detroit Free Press 
Eveletb Mining News 
The Tribunal 
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EXPENDITURES. 

SalMlM IM08 61) Amerlcara (paid by cll)r).., 

Rent. _ *H 99 West End 

Current EipenSBi 13S0 5tl Weit Dnioth — 

Supplies are m Art Fund 

Beading Boom 908 00 Building and groDodi 

Binding 878 05 

Booha 30M 11 Tot»l 
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Report of Public Library Board. 

Jan., 1!>U1. 
To tiie Honorable, The Mayor and Common Council of tlie City 

of Duluth: 

Gentlemen: — The Diret-tors of the Duluth Public Library 
submit herewith the eleventh annual rep»ft, including the 
statistical i-eport of the Librarian, together with suggestions 
and comments relative to the management of the Library; al- 
so recommendations for the improvement of this department 
of the city government. 

The report of the Librarian treats of the several features 
of library activity during the year, showing where progress 
has been made, and furnishes data that will enable the Board 
to judge in what direction our developmeut lies and what 
recummendatious should be presented to you for considera- 
tion. 

We are able to say that the reading public has made 
most excellent use of the library privileges, arguing a better 
appreciation of the facilities furnished and a greater willing- 
ness to avail themselves of such, privileges. While there has 
been added to the Library a total of nearly 4,000 books during 
the year, and a withdrawal of some 300, because unfit for use, 
the sum total, nevertheless on the shelves is only about 31,000. 
This is a very small addition for the year, due to the fact that 
the amouut at the disposal of the Board for the purchase of 
books is rather limited, and of necessity must bej owing to 
the limitations of the State Library law. 

The recommendations contained in the 10th annual report 
touching upon this matter we af;ain call to your attention, 
urging some amendments, if possible, to the State Library 
law, through our representatives and senators in the Legis- 
lature, With the ppospe<'ts now before us, so far as the new 
building is concerned, a greater sum of money will be required 
to properly fill the shelves of the new library with desirable 
reading matter, if we expect to meet the increasing demands. 
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Tiie new quaitcrs will, of necessity, attract a larger number 
of rcaderB, and these must be furnished with reading matter. 

With the increased expenditures required for the main- 
tenance of the proposed building, a much smaller sum will re- 
main for supplying additional volumes. The great desire of 
the Library Itoard is that such a sum shall be granted for lib- 
rary development as to enable the Board to make the central 
library not only one in name but one in fact, where the entire 
population of the city may find itself fully satisfied and jnivi- 
leged to get not only the latest and best works, but standard 
works upon all subjects of human thought. 

Since our last report considerable activity has been 'iijini- 
fested by the Board, much time and attention having been be- 
stowed upon the consideration of plans. Early in the year, or 
soon after the receipt of Mr. Carnegie's letter, granting the 
munificent sum of f5fl,000 for a library, steps were taken to 
advertise for competitive plans. As a result many plans were 
submitted, not cnly by Dnluth architects, but by many resid- 
ing in cities quite remote from Duluth. After spending con- 
siderable time in the examination of the plans, submitted by 
the several architects, the question arose as to whether the 
plans submitted could be built for the sum granted. This 
necessitated considerable delay. Finally, two plans, namely, 
those of Radcliffe & Willoughby and those of Mr. Rudolph, 
were selected as most satisfactory and coming the nearest to 
filling the conditions under which the Board found itself com- 
pelled to act. An examination of these two plans, however, 
led to the conclusion that those of Mr. Rudolph could njt be 
built at as low a figure as those submitted by Radcliffe Sc 
Willoughby. This decision was arrived at after the advice 
and opinion of a practical builder; consequently, on March 
15th, the following resolution was presented by the chairman 
of the Building Committee, signed by two members of that 
committee: 

"Tour Committee would therefore recommend that RadcHtte & Wll- 
louRhby'H plana be aci'epteii on condition that a responsible bid can be 
secured for the ereitlon ol the building for leaa than (50,000; and that the 
No. 1 front elevation be combined with the No. 2 Interior plan with Buch 
modlflcallons as the members of the Board may think advisable; that 
the architects be delected to prepare the specifications In accordance 
with these conditions; that the committee be authorized to advertise for 
bids. Signed, 



-d by Google 



After some iveeks spent upon the preparation of specifi- 
cations, etc., the Committee on Buildings and Grounds, at the 
May meeting, reported progress, and asked for an extension 
of time, which was granted. At a special meeting held May 
21st, one of the Directors having been informed that a larger 
sum might be obtained from Mr. Carnegie; also in view of the 
complications arising iu reference to the bids and the appar- 
ent difficulty in securing bids according to the specifications, 
and within the sum of $50,000, it was thought best to see what 
could be done in the matter of securing additional funds." 
Accordingly a resolution was introduced and carried, author- 
izing the President of the Board and Mr. Thompson to ad- 
dress a communication to Mr. Carnegie setting forth our dif- 
ficulties, and asking for an increase in his gift for the new 
library. Conformable to this resolution, the following letter 
was forwarded to Mr. Carnegie, in care of the Oliver Mining 
Co., Pittsburg, Pa.: 

(Copy oC letter.) 

Duluth, May 23ra, 1900. 
Hon. Andrew Carnegie, 

c-o Oliver Mlnlne Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 

Dear Sir: — It seems almost presumptuous In us to call attention at 
this time to the needs oC the Duluth Public Library, since we are already 
indebted to you foi the munldcent offer of 150,000. We teel, however, 
that It Is due you to know the efforts that your generosity has Inspired 
on the part of the Library Board, and the public in general; therefore, 
we deah-e to place before you the situation as It exists today. 

The Board called for competitive plans, had specifications prepared, 
and secured bids upon the design and plans that seemed to come within 
the amount donated. These bids, however, were so high that it became 
necessary to cut out some of the more valuable features of the library 
and at the same time very materially reduce the size, thus making the 
building much smaller than our growing city seemed to demand. 

The furnishings which we now use are old, unsightly and flre-lnvlt- 
Ing woodwork. All decorative features— skylights, plate-glass windows, 
tiling, etc., must be eliminated under present conditions. 

The ladies of our city have tried to raise sufficient funds to complete 
a portion of the design for the Ifttle art collection which they with great 
pains have accumulated. This failure upon their part does not argue 
any lack of appreciation of the people here, but simply emphasizes the 
conditions which many vicissitudes have produced. 

We have carefully canvassed the situation and feel that when the 
Library is erected It should at least be unnecessary to enlarge the same 
for several years. We have also been made aware of the fact that the 
city in buying the site at J16.000 did so at the expense of funds appro- 
priated (or other pi-rposes; and we fear that it will be a long time. In- 
deed, before more than this amount can be secured for this avenue of 
public economy. The city's appropriation for library purposes is 4-10 of 
a mill o( the general tax. We are promised an increase to 5-10 o( a mill 
for the coming year. This Is the limit allowed by the State law. That 
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you may know that the refldine public Is Increasing, It Is only necessary 
to state that the school population has Increased trom 8,000 to over 10,000 
during the past year. 

To maKe the library of the greatest service in the educational work 
of the city the Board granted to the teachers of the public school the 
privilege of draivlng 20 boolca at a time, and allowed them to keep the 
books for a somewhat longer period than the average reader. This 
brings the public schools Into closer contact with this great means of en- 
lightenment, and enables the teachers to direct more Intelligently the 
reading of the pupils, and, therefore, enhances the value of the public 
library. 

With this m view. It was thought wise by the directors to provide a 
large children's room in our new home. This, however, has been impos- 
sible, with the contractions and limitations Imposed. Perhaps it is true 
we have become unieasonable and greedy from being In the position, we 
hope, of him who hath; still the environments of our new site, with our 
elegant high school building. (00 feet away to the East; the Board of 
Trade building its right hand neighbor, and the State erecting a com- 
modious and handscme Noi'mal School In our midst, and this new library 
made possible by your great generosity, being In the very centre of all 
we hold best in ou,' city, makes us feel that we would like to be worthy 
of our purpose and our patron. So with an eye steadfastly upon what we 
feel we must have in the way of a building, we have changed, modified 
and mutilated plans, till v;e have fallen amid the wrecks that we have 
created, coming to a temporary standstill. 

That you may realize in detail what we feel would secure us a build- 
ing in every way suited to our needs, we give the following atatement; 

Amt. required to meet plans prepared $60,000 

Amt. for steel shelving 10,000 

Amt. for Art Room 15,000 

Amt. for Children's Room 5,000 

Amt. for furnishings S,0O0 

Total J95,000 

It we can trespass upon your generosity to this extent you may rest 
assured that our city will always hold in grateful remembrance one who 
done so much (or its enlightenment. 

Yours very truly. 

R. E. DBNFELD, 
President Duluth Pub. Library Bd. 



Some months elapsed before any response was received 
this letter; but on Sept. lOth, throngb the local representa- 
e of the 01i\er Mining Company, Mr. Congdon, word was 
leived that Mr. Carnegie would be pleased to add $25,000 to 
I gift, thua making it possible for the Board to select the 
ire expensive plans, which to a majority of the Board, ap- 
ared the more desirable and the more practical. Accord- 
rly, the plans of Mr. Rudolph were adopted about Oct. 12th, 
ice which time work has been progressing upon the comple- 
)n of floor plans, etc., and the preparation of the speoifi- 
tions. Several meetings were held, specifications carefully 
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read, suggestions made, aod incorporated; and finally bids 
were called for on the plane and specifications as presented 
to the Board at the January meeting, 1901, with a fair pros- 
pect of securing bids that will come within the sum at the 
disposal of the Board, namely, |75,000. 

To go back to other work of the Board, it is necessary to 
say that the annual election of the Board occurred on May 
7th, according to the law governing the Library Boaril, at 
which time the following officers were chosen for the year: 
R. E. Denfeld, President; R. C. Mitchell, Vice-President; C. L. 
Codding, Secretary. 

At this same meeting a communication was read from the 
city council, asking that the West End Branch be continued. 
It is no more than fair to the Directors of the Lihrary Board 
to state that there is no disposition, nor has there ever been 
any disposition on the part of the Board to restrict the library 
privileges to any particular section of the city. All, however, 
recognize the necessity of strengthening the central library as 
much as possible. And the feeling is quite general that with 
our limited means proper attention cannot be given to the 
branches. Whatever money is available could more profit- 
ably be used upon the central Library. If, however, it is the 
wish of the Common Council to continue the several branches, 
the Board is disposed to do what is desired; but fault must 
not be found if the central Library does not meet all that is 
demanded of it. 

We, therefore, urgently bring to your attention, then, the 
advisability of considering the question as to the matter of 
restricting the different branches to that degree which will 
least interfere with the demands made upon the central 
library. 

We desire also, to inform you, that during the past year 
several gifts have been received in the nature of books as 
well as money. We make special reference to the gift of 
Miss Laura A. Jones, of $29.65, an amount which she inti- 
mated had been contributed to her by the citizens of Duluth, 
and which she accordingly wished to be devoted to the pur- 
chase of educational books or periodicals. In conformity with 
her wish we have expended the money as requested. 
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At the July meeting of the Board the introduction of the 
so-called apprentice sjetem was under discussion and finally 
adopted. The merits of the system may be summed up in one 
statement, namely, to place one or more persons in the lib- 
rary without pay, under the instruction of the library force, 
for the purpose of preparing them in the duties of library 
manaKemeut. Such persons to serve long enough to become 
familiar with the ways and means of conductinff the work, 
and if they show a reasonable degree of proficiency, making 
them eligible for appointment as assistants on the library 
staff when vacancies occur. Since the inauguration of the 
system, there have been only one or two apprentices. One 
of these showed marked adaptability for the work and has 
recently been added to the staff of workers. The experiment 
so far as tried reveals the wisdom of its introduction and 
leads us to believe that a saving will result, because trained 
candidates will always be on hand for vacancies that may 
occur, so that no Inexperienced worker need again be added 
to the Library staff. 

This review of the work, I think covers the line of ac- 
tivity most manifest in the management of this department 
for the year 1900. 

In closing, I think it is not too much to say that all the 
Directors are especially anxious that the Library, with such 
bright prospects for a new building, shall attain to that de- 
gree of development that shall make it not only helpful to 
the public, but especially worthy of its new home. 
Respectfully, 

E. E. DENPELD, President. 



,v Google 



Librarian's Report 



Hoard of Directors of Uuhitli Public Library. 

Gentlemen: — 1 Lave the honor to present the eleventh 
annual report of the Duluth Free Public Library for the year 
ending December thirty-first, 1900. 

KespectfoUy submitted, 

LYDIA M. POKIEB. 
CIRCULATION OF BOOKS. 

The circulating department of the Library has been open 
306 days during the year — twelve hours each day. The num- 
ber of volumes circulated for home ase was 85,074, making a 
daily average of 278 volumes, a weekly average of 1,637 and 
a monthly average of 7,089 volumes. The largest number of 
books issued on any one day was on March 17, when 650 vol- 
umes were taken out, and the smallest number was on Wed- 
nesday, September 19, when 157 volumes were issued. Tlie 
largest weekly circulation was during the second week of Oc- 
tober, when 1,JH)9 volumes were issued, and the smallest cir- 
culation was during the second week of June — 1,280 
volumes, The largest monthly circulation was in March, when 
8,845 volumes were issued, and the smallest in June — C,150 
volumes. 

3,2;i8 voUnnes have been added to the Library and 284 
books have been withdrawn, making a net gain of 2,!*')4 
volumes. 

The detailed tables of classification and use show the 
proportion of volumes and circulation in various classes. 
READING ROOMS. 

The reading room at the Central Library was o]>en 
360 days during the year, and was visited by 95,840 
persons. Frequently on holidays and Sundays the room 
is not large enough to accommodate all the readers. 
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The tables in the reading room are supplied with 135 
magazines (eight of these donated) aad 35 news- 
pii]i<>i-t4 (i;j doniitt^d). WA volumes of magazinea have been 
bound for th« llffwcuiro room and 30 volumes have been ad- 
ded to llio Anit'iicana collection. Considerable assistance 
han b('(?n (jiveu to the members of study clubs and High School 
pupllH. Ttooks have been ri'served and special lists have been 
preimi'cd for their use. 1,920 user's cards were issued during 
the ytmr. The i-enewal of cards continues. There have been 
about 7fi Icjifher's cards in circulation. 

I,i:i0 overdue notices were sent out. 15 books were lost 
and paid for. 2,;{;S0 books were mended at the Library. 5^iS 
books were rebound iit a (.-ost of fllCS.DS. 

CHANGES IN THE LIBRARY. 

Miss 1loisI<>r resigned on April 1st, and Miss Thorne was 
iippoinled to the vacancy. In July it was decided to permit 
ap|>n>nUces In the Libniry in future and Miss Lowe was ad- 
milled In Reptember us Ihe first apprentice. 

April 1st the system of loaning extra coj>ies of new books 
for one week on payment of five cents was begun and has 
proved most siilisfnctory. Forty volumes have been pur- 
chased with the money i-eceived. 

WEST END BRANCH. 

Al the West Knd 4,707 books were issued during the 2:{4 
days (he Branch was oiK'n, making an average of 20 books a 
day. The Itrunch was closi'd in October and remained so the 
test of the year. 

The reading room is supplied with 12 magazines and four 
daily pai)ers and n large number of magazines are sent fn>m 
the Central for supplementary reading. Twenty volumes of 
l)onnd magazines were sent during the year. 

TIu' reading room at West Pulatb has been supplied with 
eleven magazines and four news[>ai>ers during the year. 
About two hundred books are kept at this branch for circula- 
tion. During the mouth of .Vpril the Branch was closed for 
2ft days. The attendance during the remaining ;U2 days 
amounted to IXTHU, averaging 10 persons a day. 5.4.16 books 
were circulated, an average of 14 books a day. 
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The Bethel reading room has received 20 magazinee, 2 
daily and 5 weekly papers. Eleven volumes of bound maga- 
zines have been sent them. 

The Bethel Branch has received 9 magazines and 5 week- 
ly newspapers during the year. 

CIRCULATION. 
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GIFTS ACCESSIONED DURING THE YEAR. 

Seholes, A. — Thoughts m Verse, a copies A. Scholes 

Sound Currency Report , Reform Cinb 

De Peyster, ]. W. — " Caraoseus " Author 

Switt, M.— Advent of Empire Roubrook Press 

Parmer, I. E.— French History Author 

Fuller, H.— God's Rebel __ R. P. Hays 

KiuR, M.— Notable New Yorkers J. De Peystet 

Benjamin Franklin — An essay Uuiversity of Fenn. 

Tribune Almanac, 1898 .__ __ _._ Tribune Co. 

American Agricultural Year Book, 1900. Publishers 

De Peyster— William III Author 

Bonneschese, E. — France ,, _ Aulbor 

Burkett, C. M— Ohio Agriculture Author 

Hubbard, E.— Message to Garcia N.Y. Cen. Ry. 

, Minneapolis — Annual City Reports. 
Duluth— Annual City Reports. 
U.S. Government — Various OBBcial Documents. 

Mr, Thomas Dowse on Sept. 10 presenteil two framed pic- 
tures of Dnlutli in 18T0. June 4 Mi»» L. Jones donated $29.66 
to be used for educational books. 



RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
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Report of the Public Library 



BOARD OP DIRECTORS 1IKI7-1MS. 



Mr. Frank D. Adams, President... 
Dr, C. L. Godding, Vice President.. 

Mr. D. a. Cash, Secretary 

Mr. Frank Crassweller 

Mr. J, C. Farles 

Mr. R. B. Knox 

Mr. S. J. Nygren 

Dr. W. H. Salter 

Mr. G. A. Tomllnson 



STANDING COMMITTBEIS 1907-1008, APFOINTBD ANNrALLY IN MAY. 

Finance and By-Laws Messrs, Cash, Nygren, Tomllnson 

Administration & Building Messrs. Coddlns Crassweller. Salter 

Library & Book Messrs. Knox, Farles, Tomllnson 

Americana Messrs. Adams, Codding. Salter 

BOARD OF DIROCTORS 190S-lMn, 

Mr, Frank D. Adams, President 1910 

Mr. J. C. Farles. Vice President 1910 

Mr. D. O. Cash. Secretary 1910 

Dr. C. L. Codding 1909 

Mr. R. B. Knoit 1909 

Mr. Oscar Mitchell , I91I 

Mr. S. J. Nygren 1909 

Mr. K. A. Ostergren 1911 



STANDING COHHITTBBS lOOS-1900. APPOINTED ANNVAI.LY IN HAY. 

Finance & By-Laws Messrs, Cash, Farles, Ostergren 

Administration & Building Messrs. Knox, Sullivan, Nygren 

Library & Book Messrs. Coddlngr, Farles. Mitchell 

Americana Messrs. Adams, Codding. Ostergren 

LIBRARY STAFF I00T-1S08. 

Librarian Lydla M. Polrler 

Cataloger Frances E. Barhart 

Reference Department Zeima G. Kaiser 

Circulating Department M. B. T. Thorn 

Juvenile Department Charity L. Jones 

Assistants Lucille Patton, Mildred Hobbs, Alice Gaylord 

West Duluth Branch Llda J. Marble, Mabelle Robb 

Janitor Thomas Mapp 

LmraTy Houm IftOT-lOOS. 

Circulating Departmenl — Week days 9 a. m. lo 9:S0 p. m,: Sundays 2 
Reading Rooms — Week days 9 a. m. to 9:30 p. m.; Sundays and holidays 
Z to 9:30 p. m. 

Juvenile Department— School days 12 to 5;30; Saturdays and during 



S:30. Closed Sundays ?nd Holidays 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY BOARD. 

To the ]lonorable, the Mavor, antl the Comirton Council of the 

Cit.v of Duluth. 
Gentlemen:— 

The Board of Directors of the Dnliith Piitlie Library beg 
to submit this report of the administration of its tnist, and of 
the eondjtion of the hbrary. 

The effective work of the past has been continued and sup- 
plemented durinjf the years 1907 and 1908 so that even more 
than heretofore the library is an influence for jiood among all 
«lasaes in the community. It is pratifying that its work and 
influence have been so uniformly appreciated by our people. Its 
meeesB is due to the efforts of the librarian and her assistants, 
and to the fact that those efforts go far beyond what could 
technically be expected, and make the library helpful and at- 
tractive, and a real force for educational, moral and social ad- 
vancement. 

It is inevitable that the demand for reading matter should 
not always tend toward the intellectual rather than toward the 
merely entertaining, but within the means afforded, the endeavor 
is to fairly -serve all, always exerting an influence for the higher 
and better. 

We are encouraged that our Library is becoming more what 
the ideal library should be, because students and scholars, many 
of them from wut of the city, make favorable comments on what 
they are able to do in the way of study and research. 

Many desirable and necessary improvements must still be 
only hopes because of the lack of funds, among them the estab- 
lishment of branches in outlying parts of the city, but when we 
consider the sums generously expended upon the roof of the 
building and in redecoration, we feel that the library has per- 
haps had its fair share of the city's availa:ble funds during the 
past two years, and we hope for better conditions in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANK D. ADAMS, 

President of the Library Board. 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN FOR THE TEARS 1907-1903. 

To the Directors of the Duluth Public Library, 

Duhith, Minn. 
Gentlemen:— 

I have the honor to present the eighteenth and nineteenth 
annual reports of the Dulnth Public Library covering the opera- 
tions and statistics for the years 1907 and 1908. No report was 
printed in 1907 so the present pamphlet presents statistics for 
two years. 

The crowTiing event of the year was a visit of a portion of 
the American Library Association en route to the general meet- 
insr at li&ke Minnetonka. Sixty-seven librarians visited the city 
and w«re the guests of the library for two days. Through the 
conrtesy of the Dulnth & Missabe railroad company, they were 
taken to Eveleth to inspect the iron mines, and the following day 
were entertained by the Commercial Club and the Library Board. 

The second event of importance was the redecoration of the 
liibrary building which had 'been in a sad state of dilapidation 
for several years owing to the condition of the roof. This occu- 
pied the entire month of August and a part of September, dur- 
ing which time the conveniences of the library were seriously 
crippled. The expenses for repairing the roof in November 1907 
and of redecorating the interior of the building in 1908 were 
authorised and paid for by the city council from the common 
fund. The movin'g of the Americana boiJks to the first floor of 
tbe building and the gathering together of all books relating to 
art in the room heretofore occupied by Americana books has 
been the only ehanjre of importance in the arrangement of the 
library. 

CIRCULATION. 
As in the last report, we note a steady increase in circulation 
which speaks well for the popularity of the institution. Our 
finances have been materially increased by the addition of 
$2,000 to the city fund of 1906. This is largely added to the 
book fund which still remains too small. It is difficult to keep 
up with new books, and impossible to replace th-ose worn out 
and discarded. The year 1907 shows a gain of 12,887 volumes 
over the circulation of 1906, and 1908 shows a gain of 14,876 
over the year 1907. This in spite of the fact that we were par- 
tially closed during the six weeks of redecorating the building, 
with an average circulation from September 15th to 25th of 150 
volumes per day, with the juvenile department entirely closed 
for ten days. This is a most gratifying showing for the circula- 
tion. 



-d by Google 



196 Annual Report of 

REFERENCE. 
In January 1908, Jliss Zelma Kaiser was appointed to take 
charge of the reference department. During the past year 116 
lists have been made for study eluba and schools. All of these 
have been printed and filed in the library. Boolis for debates 
and study eiubs have been reserved as usual. The clipping col- 
lection has been greatly augmented by careful clippings from 
the daily papers, items of local intere.'rt; receiving special at- 
tention. The mounted pictures and portraits have been circu- 
lated in schools and study elubs and have been received with 
special favor. A filing ease has been arranged for these in the 
reference room which greatly facilitates their use. Over five 
hundred volumes on art subjects have been moved into the va- 
cated Americana room and these have been especially collated 
and marked, with special shelf list. 

BOOKS. 

In January 1907 there were in the library 50,059 volumes, 
3,118 volumes have been added during the year and 738 volumes 
have been withdrawn. In 1908, 3,001 volumes were added and 
317 volumes withdrawn, making a total of 52,347 volumes in the 
library at the close of 1908. A conservative estimate of prices 
places the values of these books at $73,520 according to the 1908 
inventory. 

FOREIGN BOOKS. 

Our department of foreign languaiges has l)ecn added to 
very slowly, mostly by donation. The continued request for 
books in Swedish and Norwegian languages finally resulted in 
an appeal to the State Library Commission, which responded 
generously by sending us, in October 1908, two boxes of forty 
volumes each in Swedish and Norwegian. These books have 
circulated constantly and the demand for them seems to make 
it imperative for the library to own its own permanent coHee- 
tion in these two languages. 

REOISTKATION. 

In 1907, 2,828 cards were registered by borrowers. In 1908, 
2,995 cards. Of these 159 are teachers' cards. These figures do 
not mean new patrons as we are constantly cancelling expired 
numbers. Our registration reached 8,400 in December, 1908. 
On that date 6,129 volumes were in circulation. 
READING ROOM. 

In 1907, the reading room had on file 41 newspapers and 

197 periodicals. The library committee added to the newspaper 
list in 1908, making a total of 57 ne^vapapers, the number of 
periodicals remaining the same. 
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CATALOGING DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Earhart continues in charge of the cataloging depart- 
ment. During the year 1907, 8,162 catalog cards were made and 
filed. In 1908, 6,540. The un'bound agricultural pamphlets have 
been systematically arranged and filed, two lots of books of 
150 volumes each have been cataloged for the Washburn School 
Library and 75 volumes for the High School Library. A new 
Oliver typewriter was purchased for this department in April, 
1908, the 'old Remington being retained for supplementary worlk. 
During 1908 there were 7,184 books repaired in the library, 852 
books rebound and 196 magazines bound. In 1907, 6,230 books 
were repaired, 1,259 rebound and 322 magazines bound. 

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Since 1905 no putlic documents have 'been accessioned. All 
volumes, however, are catalogued and placed where they can 
be used by the public. 225 volumes were received in 1907, and 
only 71 in 1908. This number added to the 4,187 volumes of 
1906 makes a total of 4,493 volumes of public documents on our 
shleves. This surprising decrease is probably owing to the fact 
that we have ceased to importune the various departments as in 
the past. This library should be on the depository list. Re- 
quests for this privilege have been forwarded to our own legis- 
lators and to Washington during the past few years. There is 
no regular depository library within 150 miles of Duluth, a fact 
our officials should consider. Our thanks are due to Mr, Clarence 
Miller for finally placing 'Our name on the Minnesota govern- 
ment document list for state publications, 

AMERICANA. 
In December of 1907, the funds used for the purchase of 
Americana books was finally exhausted and the board voted 
from the general fund the sum of $100.00 to be placed in the 
American Exchange Bank, tn be renewed when used. 196 vol- 
umes were added in 1907, and 74 volumes in 1908, making a to- 
tal lof 2,578 volumes. The additional shelf room in the new 
quarters gives opportunity for larger purchases. The G, A. R, 
Society has a^ed the privilege of depositing their small library 
in this room. A case containing 150 volumes has been placed 
there for the present, and the society will make further addi- 
tions during the year. 

ART ROOM. 

The art room has been used constantly by study clubs dur- 
ing the past two years. The Twentieth Century, Saturday Club 
and Women's Oouncil continue to hold weekly sessions, with the 
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Jewish Club and King's Daughters meeting oniy occasionally. 
In April, 1908, the Art Cluh, which had nsed the room evening, 
was abandoned, as most of its members joined the newly or- 
!>anized art school. Prom November 1907 to April 1908 our 
schedule showed 22 meetings monthly. Only two exhibits have 
been held in the library during the past year, etchings from the 
shop of Frederic Keppel, of New York, through the courtesy of 
Mr. Clarence Stewart, and a collection of photos illustrative of 
Italian art from the State Art Commission. 

JUVENII.K DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Ruth Ely resigned on August 3rd, 1907, and Miss 
Charity Jones was appointed to the vacant position. This room 
was redecorated in September, 1908, and new shelving to the 
extent of $128.00 was added in January, 1907, to complete the 
room. An art metal desk to match the shelves was ordered iu 
December 1908, and when tiiis has been set in place the room 
will present a most attractive appearance. There has been a 
small increase in circulation as shown by .j,lll volumes for 1907, 
and 5,749 for 1908. A large percentage of non-fiction is now 
circulated and the taste of the children seem to be continually 
elevated, owing, no donbt, in small measure to the story hour 
which continues to be most popular. In fiction the demand runs 
to college and boarding school stories, with Indian and war 
stories following closely inj popularity. An increase is noted iu 
the number of smaller children of ages ranging from four to 
seven years, which is due to the large number of additional 
volumes in the primer and picture line. Books have been loaned 
to the schools and teachers as shown in the statistical report, 
and many programs for special occasions have been made up 
in this department. 

BRANCH LIBRARY AT "WEST DULUTH, 
Our branch library at West Duluth presents a splendid rec- 
ord, with 33,641 volumes circulated in 1907, and 29,191 circu- 
lated in 1908, with an inereaae of 4,550 for the last year.' Miss 
RIftbb has been added to the regular staff and now renders ser- 
vice of from three to five hours each day, alternating with Miss 
Marble who continues in charge. The reading room patronage 
continues satisfactorj' although the location is extremely poor, 
both heating and lighting arrangements being unsatisfactory. 
Eighteen magazines and six daily papers are furnished by the 
library and several magazines and newspapers are furnished by 
West Duluth patrt>ns. A gift of fifty volumes to this branch 
by Mrs. E. L. Little of West Duluth added largely to the book 
shelves during the past year. An effort was made in October 
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to re-establish the West Kiad Branch which was discontinued 
seven years ago. In January 1908, the Twentieth Century Club 
opened a room in a West End church for club purposes and bor- 
rowed 100 volumes from the Public Library to distribute among 
the children of the neighborhood. The circulating work was 
done by volunteers under the direction and with the assistance 
of your librarian. It proved most satisfactory. During August 
and September of 1908 a paid assistant was maintained by the 
Twentieth Century dub, which now asked the Library Board 
to take over this branch. While the Board appreciated the ef- 
forts of the Twentieth Century Club, it did not feel financially 
able to assume this responsibility and no action was taken in 
the matter. 

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 

A gift from a Norwegian group of citizens of a portrait of • 
Henrik Ibsen painted by P. Qullieksen was presented and hung 
in the Art Room in December of 1908. Several copies of colonial 
newspapers of early 18th century date were presented by Mrs. 
MeGonagle. A copy of the Vicksburg Daily Citizen of July, 
1863. was secured hy Dr. Codding for the Americana Department 
and has been framed and hung. In July of 1907 the library 
secured a set of Audubon books, second edition, for the sum of 
$450.00. The Jewish Kncyclopedia and Nelson Encyclopedia 
have formed valuable additions to the reference department. 
Mre. A. M. Miller has loaned the library a frame of mounted 
butterflies, and Mrs. H. B. Arnold a collection of -Taimnese curios, 
eases for which are now being prepared. 

The only considerable loss the library has ever suffered, 
occurred on May 3rd, ia07, when 63 books vaiued at $76.00 were 
burned in the Madison school fire. The Board of Education was 
asked to assume a part of this loss but has never done so. A 
.■rift of $36.00 in cash was received from the Travelling Library 
Association which was applied to the purchase of juvenile books. 

STAFF AND APPRENTICES. 

The only changes in the staff have already been noted. Miss 
Ely resigned in August of 1907 to take the position of librarian 
in the State Normal School and Miss Jones was appointed to take 
the vacant place. Miss Kaiser was given charge of the reference 
department in January, 1908. There have teen no further 
changes during the year. Two civil service examinations have 
been held, one in July, 1907, when Miss Jones and Miss Kaiser 
passetl successfully, and one in June, 1908, when the names of 
?fisses Silberstein, Wauifh and Schiller were added to our list. 



-d by Google 



200 



Annual Report o 



The American Library Association met in June 1907, at Aah- 
ville, North Carolina, and was not represented from this Wbrary. 
lu June. I90&, the meeting was held in the state at Lake Minne- 
t<nka. The following people attended: Misses Poirier, Earhart, 
Kaiser. Thc-rn, Gaylord and Jones. 

In October, 1908, in accord with the request of the Board, 
the schedule was changed to allow two asaistauts to work in 
the evening, one in the reference room and one at the circulating 
desk. In January, 1907, the Sunday cireniation of books was 
betfun one of the retrular assistants taking charge o£ the library 
from two to six Sunday afternoons. In 1907, 1,357 volumes were 
circulated, an averaije of 26 volumes per Sunday. In 1908, 1,526 
were circulated, an average of 29 per Sunday. As the larger 
number of vohimes circulated is fiction, the result is far from 
satisfactory. 

Apprentice classes have Wen continued with an attendance 
of eight in 1907, and ten in 1908. 

Witii cordial thanks to the members of the Library Board 
for hearty co-operation and support in all undertaikings for 
the benefit of the Iibrar.v, this report is respectfully submitted, 

LYDIA M. POIRIER, 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
jBDiiary im, IMT t» Jaaiiarr lut, 190H. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand January 1, 1907 t 800.31 

Sale of tax certificates 2,000.01 

Fines (collected at library) 244.3i 

Taxes 1906 and prior years 13,672.11 

DISBUnSEMBNTS. 

Salaries. Including West Duluth Branoli $ 6,321.8! 

Rent West Duluth Branch 276. 0( 

General Kipense 708.6: 

Books Newapapers and Magazines 4,378.8' 

Fuel 433.0; 

Furniture and Shelving 346.41 

Maintenance (Minor Repairs) 127,01 

Redemption 1806 Tax Certiricatea 2,O0O.O( 

Redemption 1907 Tax Certificates 2.000.01 

Interest 1906 and 1907 126.4' 

Balance January 1, 190S 1.3i 

Balance January 1, 1908 

jBBHSry 1st, IMS, lo JnaHsry lat, lt09. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand January 1. 1908 1-31 

Sale ot tax certificates 1908 4.000.0i 

Fines (collected at Ubrary) 282.61 

Taxes 1907 and prior years - 14.0B7.01 
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